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20mph in Wales
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In this 
presentation I 
will try to take 
you through the 
steps from 
transport being 
devolved to 
Wales in 2017 to 
introducing a 
20mph (30km/h) 
national speed 
limit in built-up 
areas.
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Wales and devolution
Brief history

• Population: 3.2 million
• 21,218km2, Brazil is 400 times 

bigger!!!
• 1998: The UK Parliament passed the 

Government of Wales Act 1998, providing 
the legal basis for the National Assembly for 
Wales.

• The Wales Act 2017 established the National 
Assembly on a new constitutional basis, 
making it a permanent part of the UK 
constitution. The 2017 Act moved the 
Assembly from the conferred powers model 
to the reserved powers model.

• Most of transport devolved to 
Wales



The broader context
Legislative and policy landscape

• Future Wales: The National Plan 2040 (2019)

• Active Travel Act 2013

• Wellbeing of Future Generations Act 2015

• Wales Transport Strategy 2021

• Net Zero Wales: Carbon Budget 2 (2021 -
2025)

• Roads Review  2023

• The Environment Act 2024



Why introduce 20mph?

• Fewer collisions with the 
potential to save 6 to 
10 lives saved and 1200 
to 2000 people avoiding 
injury

• Up to £92m per year 
casualty prevention 
savings

• Enable walking and 
cycling to be the natural 
mode of choice for short 
everyday journeys, 
improving health and 
well-being now and for 
future generations

• Traffic speed is one of the 
greatest barriers to 
people feeling able to 
walk or cycle in their 
communities

• 1 in 3 said that 20mph 
speed limits would 
increase their likelihood 
of walking more often 



How did we get there?
Task Force Group

• Formed in 2019 under the direction of Lee 
Waters, the previous Deputy Minister for 
Climate Change,

• Including key stakeholders and partners
• Published report in July 2020 making 

recommendations as to what needs to be 
done to change the default speed limit on 
restricted roads to 20mph in Wales, 

• The Welsh Government accepted all the 
recommendations

• Debate in the Senedd which ended in a vote 
to “Support the Welsh Government’s 
intention to commence the process “, 
receiving cross party support with 45 of the 
53 MSs in favour.



Pilot settlements
First phase

• 8 settlements selected to 
prepare for the national rollut

• Early start on the development 
and refinement of the various 
processes needed to 
implement wide-area 20mph 
limits 

• Monitoring Framework to 
capture and collate a 
comprehensive data set to 
evaluate the impacts

• Exceptions Process
• Enforcement strategy
• Communications Strategy



Legislation

• Future Wales: The National Plan 2040 (2019)

• Active Travel Act 2013

• Wellbeing of Future Generations Act 2015#

• Wales Transport Strategy 2021

• Net Zero Wales: Carbon Budget 2 (2021 -2025)

• Roads Review  2023

• The Environment Act 2024



National rollout
Communication and reactions



National rollout
Communication and reactions



Engagement, education and 
enforcement

• GoSafe (Safety Partnership) and the 4 
Welsh police forces support the new 
national 20mph speed limit. Engaging 
the public on 20mph, with partners 
including Fire and Rescue, local 
authorities, Community Speed Watch 
and schools.

• Operation Ugain began on 8th January 
2024 to provide roadside engagement 
across Wales.



Challenges and lessons learned

• Clear Goals
• Adequate resources
• Stronger partnerships
• Better communication
• Improved planning
• Learning from the pilots
• Technical preparation
• Multi-agency endorsement
• Fostering behaviour change - how we use 

our roads and spaces, shifting away from 
the convenience of private cars toward  
healthier, more sustainable ways of living in 
our communities.



What next?

• Continued engagement and 
enforcement

• Targeted physical speed management 
measures

• Continunig to communicate the wider 
benefits of the policy

• Monitoring and evaluation for next 5 
years

• Working torwards a road safety 
strategy

• Towards safe speeds as part of the 
safe system

• Embedding 20mph into wider context of 
road safety, active travel and modal shift



Useful links

• SL(6)228 - The Restricted Roads (20 mph Speed Limit) (Wales) Order 2022 (senedd.wales)

• 20mph default speed limit review of exceptions | GOV.WALES

• 20mph: Transport Secretary outlines plan for targeted change | GOV.WALES

• Written Statement: One year on: Next steps for 20mph (16 September 2024) | GOV.WALES

• Police recorded road collisions: 2023 [HTML] | GOV.WALES

• Police recorded road collisions: interactive dashboard | GOV.WALES

• Chief statistician’s update: understanding road collision and casualty statistics | Digital and Data 

Blog (gov.wales)

• Default 20mph speed limit on restricted roads | Transport for Wales (tfw.wales)

• Setting 30mph speed limits on restricted roads: guidance for highway authorities | GOV.WALES

• Roads affected by changes to the speed limit on restricted roads | DataMapWales (gov.wales)

• GoSafe | Operation Ugain

https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=39677
https://www.gov.wales/20mph-default-speed-limit-review-exceptions
https://www.gov.wales/20mph-transport-secretary-outlines-plan-targeted-change
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-one-year-next-steps-20mph
https://www.gov.wales/police-recorded-road-collisions-2023-html
https://www.gov.wales/police-recorded-road-collisions-interactive-dashboard
https://digitalanddata.blog.gov.wales/2024/05/24/chief-statisticians-update-understanding-road-collision-and-casualty-statistics/
https://tfw.wales/default-20mph-speed-limit-on-restricted-roads
https://www.gov.wales/setting-30mph-speed-limits-restricted-roads-guidance-highway-authorities
https://datamap.gov.wales/maps/roads-affected-by-changes-to-the-speed-limit-on-re/?_ga=2.55927723.1828312436.1675428050-278995397.1674129485
https://www.gosafe.org/campaigns-and-operations/20mph-engagement-and-enforcement/operation-ugain/


Useful links 

• The Well-being of Future Generations | GOV.WALES
• 20mph speed limits | Sub-topic | GOV.WALES
• EM template for sub leg (senedd.wales)
• Roads review | GOV.WALES
• Llwybr Newydd: the Wales transport strategy 2021 

| GOV.WALES
• Report on the road safety framework for Wales 

2013 to 2020 | GOV.WALES
• Net Zero Wales | GOV.WALES
• Welsh transport appraisal guidance (WelTAG) | 

GOV.WALES
• Default 20mph Speed Limit on Restricted Roads | 

Transport for Wales (tfw.wales)
• Green Book supplementary guidance: wellbeing -

GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.wales/well-being-of-future-generations-wales
https://www.gov.wales/20mph-speed-limits
https://senedd.wales/media/fo3ibze5/sub-ld15187-em-e.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/roads-review
https://www.gov.wales/llwybr-newydd-wales-transport-strategy-2021
https://www.gov.wales/report-road-safety-framework-wales-2013-2020
https://www.gov.wales/net-zero-wales
https://www.gov.wales/welsh-transport-appraisal-guidance-weltag
https://tfw.wales/about-us/transparency/publications/default-20mph-speed-limit
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/green-book-supplementary-guidance-wellbeing
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