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BAND REPERTOIRE OF YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND OF ALL TIMES

The opportunity of resuming the process of publishing scores for band is a good reason for
rejoicing at Funarte. In 1995 and in 2000, 14 titles from the series “Golden Repertoire of

Brazilian Bands” were released; in 2004, Funarte released the series “Hymns of Brazil”, with two
titles. Presently 20 new titles are being published, ten of which in a new series called “Brazilian
Music for Band”, which includes high level arrangements of popular songs and some of the most
praised classics of Brazilian popular music. The new series also highlights original works written
specifically for bands by composers of various periods, and opens space for transcriptions from the
Brazilian symphonic repertoire.  

These editions follow the international norms for publishing and the standardization of music
pieces for symphonic band, diversifying the supply of instrumental parts without losing sight of
the most noteworthy characteristics of our bands, as well as making possible for small groups and
bands, with reduced forces, to perform music using the same material.  The process of publishing
scores for band is a search of more dynamic ways to supply a market which is always eager for
novelties and information – and, at the same time, a means of keeping the traditions of our coun-
try’s musical culture alive and in performance. Making this repertoire available and sharing infor-
mation must be an ongoing and continuous task, so that it can produce good results. To this end,
Funarte concentrates its efforts in producing and presenting the band repertoire of yesterday,
today, and of all times.
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ABOUT THE NEW EDITIONS

With these new series of editions, Funarte intends to expand the contemporary literature for bands in
Brazil, so as to quantify it and qualify it, with especial emphasis on the use of the technical and sty-

listic patterns of each piece, with the necessary revisions and annotations in terms of articulations, dynamics,
accents, nomenclature, tempi, rehearsal markings, abbreviations etc. 

In order to allow that standards adopted by bands worldwide be applied, it was necessary to
make adaptations to the original material - without, however, altering its melodic, harmonic, and
rhythmic lines. Original orchestrations were maintained, with the addition of new information in
the area of timbre, in order to take the most advantage of present-day instruments. 

The standard pattern adopted was: piccolo, flute, oboe, bassoon, Eb clarinet, Bb clarinets 
(3 parts), Bb bass clarinet, quartet of saxophones (2 Eb altos, 1 or 2 Bb tenors, and Eb baritone),
F horns (2 to 4 parts), Bb trumpets (3 parts), trombones (3 parts), baritone, tuba, contrabass
(strings), timpani, mallets (xylophone/bells or glockenspiel), percussion (snare drum, crash cym-
bals, suspended cymbals, bass drum, agogô, rattle, tambourine, ganzá, triangle, reco-reco, drum,
complete drums). In some works, particular instruments were suppressed, such as tenor sax 2 and
timpani, when they were not part of the original instrumentation. Nevertheless, the director
should note that the whole repertoire has its functionality guaranteed only with 1 flute, 1 Eb clar-
inet, 3 Bb clarinets, 1 Eb alto sax, 1 Bb tenor sax, 3 F horns or Eb saxhorns, 3 Bb trumpets, 3
trombones, 1 baritone, 1 tuba, and percussion (snare, cymbal and bass drum). Extra parts (not
included in the instrumentation) will be printed for Eb saxhorns, Bb baritone in bass clef, as well
as Bb and Eb tubas, in all the editions.

“GOLDEN REPERTOIRE OF BRAZILIAN BANDS” SERIES

The repertoire presented in this series continues the process of publishing dobrados, polkas,
waltzes, maxixes and slow marches, along with many other styles of traditional band music.

Optional instruments have been added to the score. Their inclusion broadens the instrumentation,
but they are not essential to the performance of the piece. The objective is to make possible the per-
formance of particular melodic or harmonic lines with more than one option, in order to allow the
performance of the piece by symphonic and concert bands, as well as improve its performance by
traditional bands. Thus, the director has a mass of sound available for performances in the open air,
but can also maintain an equilibrium of sound in concerts taking place in closed spaces.. 

Maestro Marcelo Jardim
Technical Coordinator
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Eb saxhorn 1 

Eb saxhorn 2 

Eb saxhorn 3 

Bb baritone TC 

Bb tuba 

Eb tuba 

Extra Parts 

*  piccolo

flute

*  oboe

*  bassoon

Eb clarinet (requinta)

Bb clarinet 1 

Bb clarinet 2 

Bb clarinet 3 

*  Bb bass clarinet 

Eb alto sax 

Bb tenor sax 

*  Eb baritone sax 

F horn 1 

F horn 2 

F horn 3 

Bb trumpet 1 

Bb trumpet 2 

Bb trumpet  3 

trombone 1

trombone 2

trombone 3

baritone BC

tuba 

contrabass *

xylophone, bells  *

snare drum

cymbals and bass drum 

Note to the Director 

All the parts marked with  * are optional; they are not, therefore, essential to the performan-

ce of the work. Such parts were added in accordance with the composer’s writing and the

function of these instruments in the band, in order to allow the formatting of the score accor-

ding to present-day international standards.  

INSTRUMENTATION

BARÃO DO RIO BRANCO
dobrado 

music by Francisco Braga
arrangement by Dieter Lázarus

revision by Marcelo Jardim
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BARÃO DO RIO BRANCO
music by Francisco Braga

arrangement by Dieter Lázarus

revision by Marcelo Jardim

Alittle overture of four measures in length presents an unpretentious scalar movement in the
tonic (F major); nevertheless this is the beginning of a dobrado with especial attention to

technical detail, the first recording of which coincides with that of the first recording of the  Hino
à Bandeira Nacional [Hymn to the National Flag], in 1910. In Part  A (measures 5-32), the sim-
ple descending movement of the initial phrase sounds in conjunction with bass lines which are not
limited to simply supporting the rhythmic-harmonic structure, since their movement is carefully
ornamented with melodic connecting notes, which reveals from the outset, the refinement of
Braga’s writing. New elements are found in the next phrase, led by the clarinets, such as an osti-
nato in the high register, or ornaments in the form of triplets, and rapid scalar movements in the
intermediary parts which ought not to supplant the melody, which would be a grave error of inter-
pretation. In the repetition of the initial phrase (measure 17), new resources enrich one’s listening;
the motion of the horns on the offbeat now receives the arpeggiated reinforcement of the wood-
winds. The final phrase of Part A brings back the general melodic figuration of the overture and
creates a surprising stretto – the principal part (led by Trumpet 1 and Alto Saxophones 1-2) begins
the melody on the upbeat of measure 29, and on the upbeat of measure 31 a new entry of the
same phrase begins in Trumpets 2-3, with lower doublings. A re-exposition of the overture makes
the transition to the Trio, in the subdominant (since the classic period, the second of two dances
or alternating movements was named “trio”).  In the initial section (measures 42-71),  the compo-
ser assumed a simpler configuration, with pulsing basses and horns on the offbeat (traditional har-
monic movement with saxophones), supporting a more angular melody. The contrasting section
presents a more impactful melody, and adds a new element to the accompaniment – the triplets
in the saxophones. Note that in the recapitulation of the initial section of the Trio (measure 88),
the motive of the countermelody presented by the trombones (and doublings) should be highligh-
ted, but without exaggeration, so as not to prejudice the hierarchical relation with the principal
melody.  

Marcos Nogueira
Professor of Orchestration and Composition, 

School of Music of the Federal University of  Rio de Janeiro
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FRANCISCO BRAGA (1868-1945)

Antônio Francisco Braga - composer, conductor and professor – was born in Rio de Janeiro,
on April 15, 1868, and died in the same city on March 14, 1945. He began his musical

studies at the Asylum of Abandoned Children in 1876. Following this he entered the
Conservatory of Music, and became the musician responsible for the Band of the Asylum. In 1886
he finished his course in clarinet with Antônio Luís de Moura; he was also student of Carlos de
Mesquita in harmony and counterpoint. In the following year his Fantasia made its debut at the
first concert of the Society for Popular Concerts. In 1888 he was named professor of music at the
Asylum.  After being selected as one of the top four competitors in the competition to choose the
new National Anthem, he was awarded a grant to study in Europe. He then traveled to Paris, and
was the first among those competing for entry to the Conservatory, where he studied composition
with Jules Massenet. In 1895 he presented a concert with his works and those of other Brazilian
composer at the Salle d’Harcourt. He played various concerts in Brazil, where he returned in 1900.
Two years later he was named professor of counterpoint, fugue and composition at the National
Institute of Music, and, in 1908, professor and instructor of bands for the Marine Corps and
Naval Regiment. In 1905, Francisco Braga composed other important works, such as the melo-
drama O Contratador de Diamantes, with text by Affonso Arinos. This work was finally conclu-
ded the following year, when he composed his best-known work: the beautiful Hino à Bandeira,
to a poem by Olavo Bilac. In 1909 he directed the inaugural concert at the Theatro Municipal of
Rio de Janeiro, at which he premiered his symphonic poem Insônia. This was, doubtless, a glo-
rious moment in the composer’s career. He was the conductor at the inauguration of the Sociedade
de Concertos Sinfônicos, in 1912, of which he was artistic director. He was named Cavalier of the
Legion of Honor by the French government in 1931. In 1937 the  Sociedade Propagadora da
Música Sinfônica (Sociedade Pró-Música) was created, of which he was Perpetual President. He
was founder and first president of the Sindicato dos Músicos. His is the author various patriotic
hymns, the most popular of which is the Hino à Bandeira. He was chosen as Patron of Chair no.
32 of the Academia Brasileira de Música. 
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Folhas secas (samba; arrangement by Hudson Nogueira)
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