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países, territórios, cidades ou áreas geográficas e de suas fronteiras ou limites. Os 
termos “desenvolvidos” e “em desenvolvimento”, empregados em relação a países 
ou áreas geográficas, não implicam tomada de posição oficial por parte do MRE. 

 
 



3 

 

INDEX 
INTRODUCTION ............................................................................................................ 5 

 

KEY FINDINGS ............................................................................................................... 6 

Part 1: Czech Import Overview & Opportunities for Brazilian Exporters ......................6 

Part 2: Conditions for Export to the Czech Republic & Analysis of Selected  

Product Groups……………….. .. …………………………………………………………………………8 

 

PART 1: CZECH IMPORT OVERVIEW & OPPORTUNITIES FOR BRAZILIAN 
EXPORTERS 
1- DEVELOPMENT OF THE CZECH ECONOMY  

          AND ITS PRODUCTION INDICATORS .................................................................. 13 

2- OVERVIEW OF CZECH IMPORT .......................................................................... 17 

2.1.   Czech Import in General ..................................................................................17 

2.2.   Czech Import in Product Perspective ..............................................................20 

2.2.1 Our Approach to Data Sources and Analysis .................................. 20 

2.2.2 Czech Import from the World ........................................................ 22 

2.2.3 Czech Import from Brazil ............................................................... 30 

3- POTENTIAL NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR BRAZILIAN EXPORTERS  

          TO THE CZECH REPUBLIC. ......................................................................... 39 

3.1  Import of Developed European Countries from Brazil ....................................39 

3.2  Czech Import from Latin America and  the Carribean .....................................41 

3.3  Czech Import from Mexico ..............................................................................43 

3.4  Czech Import from the World: Possible Opportunities for Brazil ....................45 

4- SUMMARY OF POSSIBLE OPPORTUNITIES FOR BRAZILIAN EXPORTERS  

          IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC .................................................................................... 47 

  



4 

 

PART 2: CONDITIONS FOR EXPORT TO THE CZECH REPUBLIC & ANALYSIS 
OF SELECTED PRODUCT GROUPS 
1- GENERAL CONDITIONS FOR EXPORT TO THE EU  AND THE CZECH REPUBLIC .. 51 

1.1.  The EU-MERCOSUR Trade Agreement ............................................................51 

1.2.  Trade Agreements with Other LatAm Countries .............................................53 

1.3.  Current Requirements and Processes Related to Export of Goods  

to the EU…………… ............................................................................................54 

1.3.1    Current Requirements on Food Imports ......................................................... 56 

1.4.  Current Requirements and Processes Related to Export of Goods  

to the Czech Republic ......................................................................................57 

2- MEAT ................................................................................................................. 59 

3- FRUIT ................................................................................................................. 67 

4- FRUIT JUICES ..................................................................................................... 75 

5- PAPER AND PAPERBOARD ................................................................................. 81 

6- ALUMINUM ORES AND CONCENTRATES .......................................................... 87 

7- FLAT-ROLLED IRON, NON-ALLOY STEEL,  NOT COATED .................................... 94 

 

APPENDIX 
PART 1:  CZECH IMPORT OVERVIEW & OPPORTUNITIES  

FOR BRAZILIAN EXPORTERS .......................................................................... 102 

List of Charts and Tables........................................................................................... 102 

Reference List ........................................................................................................... 104 

PART 2:  CONDITIONS FOR EXPORT TO THE CZECH REPUBLIC & ANALYSIS  

OF SELECTED PRODUCT GROUPS .....................................................................106 

List of Charts and Tables........................................................................................... 106 

Reference List ......................................................................................................... 1088 

 
 



5 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Brazil, the 9th largest economy in the World, is currently only the 50th biggest 

exporter to the Czech Republic with a modest share of 0.07%. Willing to change that, 

the Economic Section of the Embassy of Brazil in the Czech Republic has conducted 

an exploratory research aimed at assessing the Trade & Market Opportunities for 

Brazilian Exporters in the Czech Republic.  

Specifically, the research focused on: 

1. New trade opportunities for Brazilian companies on the Czech market 

2. Expansion of existing trade opportunities for Brazilian products and 

commodities currently exported to the Czech Republic 

3. Trade tariffs and other barriers to export of selected categories of Brazilian 

products to the Czech Republic 

The project was divided into two parts. The 1st one focused on providing an overview 

of Czech import of goods from Brazil and selected other regions / countries through 

analysis of publicly available data and it suggested multiple product groups with high 

potential for a more detailed exploration in the 2nd part.   

 

Six product groups were selected for an in-depth analysis, mostly among 

commodities already massively exported by Brazil to the EU but underrepresented in 

Brazilian export to the Czech Republic. The priority product groups targeted for a 

detailed analysis are:  

1. Fresh Fruit 

2. Fruit Juices 

3. Meat 

4. Aluminum Ores and Concentrates 

5. Paper and Paperboard 

6. Flat-rolled Iron, Non-alloy Steel, Not Coated 

 

The core of the analysis is based on the Trade Matrix Data by the UNCTAD and on the Trade 

Map Data by the International Trade Center, a joint agency of the WTO and the UN.  
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KEY FINDINGS 
Part 1: Czech Import Overview & Opportunities 
for Brazilian Exporters  
 

Import of goods to the Czech Republic has been growing steadily for the past two 

decades, with only two exceptions (global economic crisis in 2009 and the COVID-19 

pandemic in 2020). In 2020, the value of Czech import of goods amounted to 170 

billion US$. 

Czech import of goods is rather concentrated, both geographically (29% from 

Germany, 89% from Top 20 countries) as well as from the product perspective, 

where the Top 5 product Groups (all from Section 7: Machinery and transport 

equipment) account for over 50 % and the Top 31 Groups for 90% of imports. 

Brazil currently ranks on the 50th place among exporters to the Czech Republic, 

providing goods worth approximately 125 million US$ in 2019 (0.07% of total import 

and a third of the value of import from Mexico). The value of exports from Brazil to 

the Czech Republic tends to fluctuate over the years. It peaked in 2008 and 2018 at 

383 and 370 million US$ respectively, but it declined sharply in 2019 and 2020. 

Czech import from Brazil has been very concentrated lately. The single biggest SITC 

Group Ingots and primary forms of iron and steel currently accounts for nearly 21% 

of total import value while it was basically inexistent 5 years ago.  

The Top 5 Groups (Ingots and primary forms of iron and steel, medicaments, internal 

combustion piston engines, feeding stuff for animals and unmanufactured tobacco) 

make up 50% of imports and the Top 31 Groups form over 90% of total Czech import 

from Brazil.  

The once dominant import of food items reached its peak in 2011 and has been in 

decline ever since. Still, import of smaller groups, such as bovine animals’ meat, 

juices, edible products and spices has grown considerably over the past few years. 

The medicaments group was very small up to 2012 when it grew rapidly and has 

remained huge until now. 
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There are two main approaches to increasing the export from Brazil to the Czech 
Republic.  
1. By growing the volume of the already exported product Groups 

    The most promising Groups relate to the following: 

• Iron, steel and other metals or minerals in various degrees of processing 

• Medicaments, polymers & plastics and inorganic chemical elements  

• Engines, civil engineering & contractors’ plant and equipment, electrical 

machinery and equipment for distributing electricity 

• Bovine animals’ meet, fruit and vegetable juices, edible products & 

preparations and spices  

 

2. By expanding into the product Groups needed by the Czech economy but not yet 

(well) covered by Brazilian exporters 

Here, the biggest potential lies in export of goods with a higher added-value, 

mostly for industrial use, classified in Section 7: Machinery and transport 

equipment and Section 6: Manufactured goods: 

• Telecommunication equipment & parts 

• Cathode valves and tubes 

• Motor vehicles for the transport of persons 

• Articles of plastic not specified elsewhere 

• Other machinery for particular industries 

• Pumps, gas compressors and fans 

• Household-type equipment, electrical or not 

• Television receivers, whether or not combined 

• Medical instruments and appliances 

• Sound recorders or reproducers 

• Optical goods 

 

Additionally, the Group Flat-rolled iron, non-alloy steel, not coated is exported from 

Brazil to Europe much more than it is from Brazil to the Czech Republic and could 

therefore provide room to expand further. 

• Flat-rolled iron, non-alloy steel, not coated 
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Part 2: Conditions for Export to the Czech 
Republic & Analysis of Selected Product 
Groups 

 

General Conditions for Export to the EU and the Czech Republic 

The Czech Republic is part of the EU single market and its common trade regulation. 

Goods imported into any member country can freely circulate throughout the union. 

Therefore, some of the goods originating in third countries come to the CR via and 

are declared as imported from Germany, the Netherlands or other EU countries.  

For exporters from third countries, the EU Access2Markets portal is the key info 

point regarding tariffs, quotas, duties, safety measures and regulations related to 

import of various kinds of goods. In the Czech Republic, the key authority for import 

is the Customs Administration of the Czech Republic. It administers the TARIC CZ 

database where all the EU-level as well as national-level requirements  

(VAT, excise tax etc.) for specific product groups can be looked-up. For import  

of certain products, such as foodstuff, animals, chemicals or metals, additional 

authorities may be involved.  

 

Potential for Export of Meat from Brazil to the Czech Republic 

For safety reasons, meat can only be exported to the EU by companies authorized to 

do so. Brazil currently exports to the CR primarily poultry meat and offal, followed by 

meat and edible offal, salted, in brine dried or smoked (Brazil covers 10% of Czech 

import). Bovine meat comes 3rd but, unlike the 2 bigger groups, which have lost 

considerably over the past years, it has remained stable. Nevertheless, Brazil only 

accounts for 2% of Czech import (11th exporter). Brazilian bovine meat is typically 

imported in the form of chilled boneless cuts and it generally enjoys good reputation 

in the Czech Republic. Import of meat from Brazil is subject to import tariff and 

additional quantity-based duty varying according to specific product classification. 

VAT levied by the CR is 15%. Besides the mass-market wholesale or retail chains 

(traditional and online), specialized high-end food stores and restaurant or hotel 

chains might be potential customers for Brazilian meat.  
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Potential for Export of Fruit from Brazil to the Czech Republic 

Demand for exotic fruit is high and stable in Europe, further options arise for import  

of fruit which is not currently in season. Avocados, mangoes, table grapes or melons 

represent opportunities for export. Exporters must meet the EU standards regarding 

residual dangerous elements and pesticides content as well as marketing standards 

set for certain kinds of fruit. Unlike Brazil, many LATAM and African countries benefit 

from preferential tariffs. Brazil currently exports mostly lemons, limes, mangoes, 

guavas and melons (excl. watermelons) to the Czech Republic. A huge category of 

grapes or a fast-growing avocados import might hold potential as well. A 15% VAT is 

levied on fruit in the CR. Besides the wholesale and retail chains, interesting options 

could be found among fruit bars, avocado restaurants or dried fruit producers.  

 

Potential for Export of Fruit Juices from Brazil to the Czech Republic 

Brazil is the biggest exporter of fruit juices to Europe, strong above all in orange 

juice. Fruit juices are generally exported to Europe in the form of concentrates in 

bulk containers and they are reconstituted with water and consumer-packed by EU 

bottling companies. Therefore, they often arrive in the Czech Republic from other EU 

countries and are not declared as originating in Brazil. The EU has specific legislation 

regarding fruit juice quality, characteristics and labelling. VAT levied on fruit juices by 

the CR is 15%. There are several fruit juice producers in the CR. Also, HORECA 

suppliers and manufacturers of syrups or fruit purées might represent an 

opportunity for Brazilian exporters. 

 

Potential for Export of Paper and Paperboard from Brazil to the CR 

The EU has a specific legislation regarding legal timber sourcing and chemical 

content of imported paper and paper products. Although the Czech Republic is 

heavily involved in international trade with paper and imports large quantities of 

paper from the World, the import from Brazil is nearly non-existent at the moment. 

Brazil is a net exporter of several paper product groups. Especially Uncoated paper 

and paperboard for writing and Paper and paperboard coated with kaolin show 

great potential for export to the Czech Republic as they are in high demand in CZ 
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imports and the leading groups in Brazilian exports. VAT levied on paper is 21%, but 

printed matter is subject to a reduced rate of 10%. There are numerous big and 

small companies importing writing and coated paper to the Czech Republic. 

 

Potential for Export of Aluminum Ores and Concentrates from Brazil  

to the Czech Republic 

While Brazil is among the World’s leading exporters of aluminum ores and 

concentrates and ships large supplies to several EU countries, the CR only imports 

limited amounts of these products, mostly from Germany and China. There are only 

a handful of companies engaged in import of bauxite and production of primary 

aluminum. But imports of aluminum and products thereof are incomparably bigger, 

given the country’s large reliance on industry and automotive in particular. Still, even 

here presence of Brazilian suppliers is minimal, Czech export to Brazil outweighs its 

import. VAT levied on aluminum ores and aluminum products is 21%. There are 

many aluminum foundries and aluminum products manufacturers in the CR who 

might be interested rather in the metal or semifinished products than in the crude 

ore or concentrate. Dozens of companies import both aluminum and various 

aluminum semifinished or finished products. 
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Potential for Export of Flat-rolled Iron and Steel, Not Coated from Brazil  

to the Czech Republic 

The Czech Republic has one of the highest per capita consumptions of steel in the 

World. It is a net importer of semi-finished and finished steel products while Brazil is 

one of the World’s largest steel producers and a net exporter. Anti-dumping duty 

and import quotas are applied on iron and steel from Brazil. Flat-rolled products of 

various kinds account for majority of the categories imported by the CR, but Brazil’s 

position among suppliers of hot or cold rolled, not coated non-alloy steel is not 

strong. Majority of Brazilian export to the Czech Republic lies in semi-finished 

products of iron and non-alloy steel, where Brazil covers over 20% of Czech import. 

Brazilian iron and steel exports can face both demand and opposition on the Czech 

market. There are hundreds of companies importing various iron and steel items to 

the country. 
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1- DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
CZECH ECONOMY AND 
ITS PRODUCTION 
INDICATORS 

The Czech Republic, since 2004 member of the European Union, is situated in the 

middle of Europe. It occupies an area of 78,867 km2 (its size being halfway between 

that of Brazilian states of Paraíba and Santa Catarina). 

As of December 31st, 2020, the Czech Republic had 10.7 million inhabitants  

(20 times less than Brazil, approx. a half of the population of Sao Paulo metropolitan 

area). Czech population has been growing slightly over the past 5 years by approx. 

30,000 inhabitants a year through immigration. Around 1,000 Brazil citizens lived in 

the Czech Republic at the end of 20181. 

Czech GDP per capita reached 23,101 US$ (42,576 US$ in PPP)2 in 2019, nearly  

3 times higher than in Brazil, and has been gradually converging towards the EU27 

average. Nevertheless, the GDP growth has been negative since the beginning  

of 2020 due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 
Chart 1: Development of GDP per capita in PPP (current int. USD) 

 
Source: World Bank2 
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Secondary sector, especially industry, plays a significant role in the Czech economy 

(36% vs EU average of 24%)3.  

Chart 2: Gross Value Added by Economic Activity Sector, Czech Republic 2018

Source: Czech Statistical Organization3 

 

The Czech Republic has not yet adopted the Euro nor has set a fixed date for doing 

so. It keeps its local currency, Czech koruna (1 BRL = 4,20 CZK as of May 2021). 

The inflation rate is moderate, at 2.8% per year and the unemployment level is very 

low, at 3.4% (both as of April 2021). 

Compared to Brazil, income distribution is much more equalitarian in the Czech 

Republic, with a strong middle class. 

In the 2020 edition of the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business Report the Czech 

Republic scores 41st among 190 countries with excellent results on Trading Across 

Borders indicators, achieving an overall score of 76/100 points (same as the EU 

average, higher than Brazil ranking 124th with 59/100 points)4. 

The Czech economy is very open to the world. Its imports of goods and services 

account for 72% of the country’s GDP and exports of goods and services represent 

78.4% of its GDP, resulting in a positive external balance of goods and services. 

According to the WTO, the Czech Republic in 2019 participated in 1.05% of 

merchandise exports (28th in country ranking) and 0.93% of merchandise imports 

(29th in country ranking). Engagement in services trade is lower (40th in exports and 

41st in imports country ranking).  
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The value of Czech imports and exports of goods has been growing for the past 20 

years, with only two exceptions: year 2009, when the global economic crisis hit the 

Czech economy, and year 2020, when the COVID-19 pandemic struck. For the past 

10 years, the Czech economy has had an overall positive balance in goods trading. 

Nevertheless, while it is a net exporter to the other EU states, where large majority 

of Czech foreign trade lies, the Czech Republic is a net importer from non-EU 

countries.   

Chart 3: Czech Republic: Exports and Imports of Goods (BoP, current US$)

 
Source: World Bank5 
 

 

 

As a majority of trade between the Czech Republic and Brazil is likely to be 

conducted in US dollars, it is necessary to keep in mind the development of Czech 

koruna’s and Brazilian real’s purchasing power in relation to US$.  

Czech koruna has in general appreciated to dollar over the past 20 years.  

It was the strongest between 2008-2011 and started depreciating gradually since 

autumn 2013 when the Czech National Bank started weakening its position 

deliberately through interventions in foreign exchange market. The interventions 

were aimed at speeding up the economy’s recovery by facilitating Czech export  

(at the expense of rising the price of imported goods). They lasted till spring 2017, 

when the koruna started appreciating slightly again. 

  



16 

 

Brazilian real’s position to the dollar has been more volatile since the turn of the 

millennium. After a major depreciation culminating in 2003, the currency kept 

appreciating until 2011. The moderate depreciation of 2012-2014 was accelerated 

by the recession of 2015-2016 and, except for 2017, has kept rising since. Brazilian 

exporters should therefore find themselves in a much more favorable position when 

trading in US$ now than 5 years ago.  

Chart 4: Development of Exchange Rates of CZK/US$ and BRL/US$ in Time 

 
Source: https://www.ofx.com/en-au/forex-news/historical-exchange-rates/6 
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2- OVERVIEW OF CZECH  
    IMPORT  

2.1. Czech Import in General  

As mentioned before, import of goods to the Czech Republic has been growing 

steadily for the past two decades, with the only exception of 2009 when the Czech 

economy was slowed down by the global economic crisis. The import value has 

restarted its growth in 2010 but at a slower pace than in the previous period.  

It peaked at nearly 185 billion US$ in 2018. In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic brought 

the import down to 170 billion US$. 

 
Chart 5: Czech Import from the World in Time, in Thousands of US$

 
Source: United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)7 

 

From the geographical point of view, import of goods to the Czech Republic is quite 

concentrated. Germany, to which the Czech Republic is tightly linked economically, 

accounts for 29% import value, far ahead of China with 9%. Top 20 partner countries 

(most of them EU members) provide 89% of imports.  
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Chart 6: Top Exporting Countries to the Czech Republic, 2019 

 
Source: International Monetary Fund8 

 

Latin American and Caribbean countries do not rank among significant exporters to 

the Czech Republic. Just as in case of total import, the value of goods imported from 

Latin America and the Caribbean decreased during the economic crisis in 2009. The 

negative impact did not last for long though, and already in 2011, the import value 

surpassed that of 2008. A minor slow-down came in 2015 and 2016.  

The record breaking 2018 was followed by a sharp decline in the last finished year  

of 2019. Nevertheless, some minor correction of the latest data can yet be published 

by the UNCTAD retroactively. 

 

Chart 7: Czech Import from Latin America and the Caribbean in Time, in Thousands  
of US$ 

 
Source: United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)7 
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Brazil is currently the 50th biggest exporter to the Czech Republic with a share  

of 0.07%. Mexico is the most successful of Latin American countries as its exports  

to the Czech Republic are more than 3times higher than Brazilian ones. Large part  

of Mexican exports relates to the automotive industry. 

 

Table 1: Top 5 Latin American Exporters to the Czech Republic, 2019 

 
Source: International Monetary Fund, CIF imports value8 

 

 

The rise of export from Mexico is pushed by rapid increase of Machinery and 

transport equipment (especially vehicles and TV receivers) and Manufactured 

articles (esp. optical goods, medical instruments and pumps). 

Chart 8: Czech Import from Brazil, Mexico and Latin America & the Caribbean  
in Time, in Thousands of US$ 

 
Source: UNCTAD & CZSO9 

Note: Due to incompleteness of the 2019 UNCTAD data, values for import from Brazil and Mexico in 2019 and 
2020 are provided by CZSO and converted at a rate  
of 23 CZK/USD. 
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2.2. Czech Import in Product Perspective 

2.2.1 Our Approach to Data Sources and Analysis 

Data and statistics on international trade are published by a wide range  

of organizations, both national and international. Still, they differ from each other  

in terms of regional coverage, reporting frequency, timelines, available detail, and 

most importantly, comparability across countries. Having surveyed publicly available 

databases of the Czech Statistical Organization, the Eurostat, the World Bank,  

the World Trade organization, the International Monetary Fund, or the Organization  

for Economic Co-operation and Development, we have opted for conducting the 

core part of the Czecho-Brazilian trade relations analysis on the data sets provided 

by the UNCTAD (United Nations Conference on Trade and Development).  

The UNCTAD statistics combines information provided by a range of international 

resources and uses a consistent classification approach for individual countries, 

regional, institutional and development groups. It has proven to be, if not perfect,  

the best available resource. 

Where UNCTAD data is not full (such as some data for 2019), we have combined  

it with Czech international trade statistics provided by the Czech Statistical 

Organization (CZSO). Such data combination is always marked  

by an asterisk in the graphs (*). 

 

The UNCTAD Merchandise Trade Matrix reports imports of goods classified 

according the SITC (Standard International Trade Classification), Revision 3 which 

classifies all goods according to the material used in their production, the processing 

stage, market practices and uses of the products, the importance of the 

commodities in terms, and technological changes. The structure is shown in Table 2. 
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Table 2: Standard International Trade Classification, Revision 3

 
Source: UNCTAD9 

Data aggregated to levels 1-3 are publicly available. If not stated otherwise, all the 

following charts and tables are based on this data source. 

Please be aware that monetary value of Czech import from another country does 

not match monetary value of such country’s export to the Czech Republic. The 

difference is caused by the data being gathered from different sources (primarily 

customs records and national statistical bureaus) which can be using various 

approaches to estimate international trade value. For example goods passing 

through intermediary countries for processing or merchanting would not be included 

in the country’s import value. Lastly, value of export is usually reported as FOB (free 

on board), whereas value of import typically states CIF (including cost, insurance and 

freight). To minimize the impact of the above-mentioned differences and to ensure 

the best possible comparability between data from different countries, all the 

following analysis is based on data for import to the Czech Republic in US$ in current 

prices. 
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2.2.2 Czech Import from the World 

According to the SITC, Section 7: Machinery and transport equipment represents by 

far the biggest part of Czech import (45%) ahead of Section 6: Manufactured goods 

(18%). Section 5: Chemicals and related products (12%) and Section 8 Miscellaneous 

manufactured articles (11%) follow. Import of Section 0: Food and live animals and 

Section 3: Mineral fuels account for 5% each. The shares of Section 1: Beverages and 

tobacco and Section 2: Crude materials are very small, and values of Section 4 and 

Section 9 are nearly negligeable. 

Chart 9: Czech Import from the World in SITC’s Sections, in % (2019) 

 

The share of individual Sections is generally rather stable in time, only Section 7: 

Machinery and transport equipment keeps growing, hand in hand with the 

development of the Czech automotive industry (large car-assembling factories  

of Skoda, Hyundai, Toyota, Peugeot and Citroen as well as many car-parts 

manufacturers). Its share on Czech import has risen from 40% in 2000 to 45%  

in 2020. A detailed picture of individual Sections’ development can be seen in the 

Chart 10. The timeline starts in 2004, when the Czech Republic joined the EU and 

adhered to its trading rules. 
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Chart 10: Czech Import from the World in SITC’s Sections, Development in Time,  
in Thousands of US$ 

  

Let us now look at the biggest Sections in detail. The tables show the top product 

Groups in the given Section that account for approx. 90% of its import value. 

Because import of individual Groups tends to fluctuate in time and some articles 

have a long purchase cycle, we display average annual value for the past 4 years 

(2016-2019) and compare it to that of the previous 5-year period (2011-2015) to see 

if there is a growing or a declining tendency.  

 

SECTION 7: MACHINERY AND TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT 

This section accounts for 45% of Czech imports, i.e. approx. 81 billion US$. 

As well as the whole Section, all top Groups within it have grown over the past years. 

Apart from machinery related to vehicles, telecommunication equipment and 

automatic data processing machines, apparatus for electrical circuits and cathodes, 

valves and tubes are the leading Groups in this Section.  
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Table 3: Import from the World: Structure of Section 7 (Machinery and Transport 
Equipment), in % (2019)  
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SECTION 6: MANUFACTURED GOODS 
This section accounts for 18% of Czech imports, i.e. approx. 32 billion US$. 

As well as the whole Section, majority of top Groups within it have grown over the 

past years. Most of this Section’s import is centered around products from iron and 

steel, mostly used for further processing. Aluminum and paper and paperboards play 

an important role as well.   

 

Table 4: Import from the World: Structure of Section 6 (Manufactured Goods),  
in % (2019) 
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SECTION 5: CHEMICALS AND RELATED PRODUCTS 
This section accounts for 12% of imports, i.e. nearly 22 billion US$. It is dominated by 

medicaments far ahead of plastics in primary forms or in some degree of production.   

 

Table 5: Import from the World: Structure of Section 5 (Chemicals and Related 
Products), in % (2019) 
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SECTION 8: MISCELLANEOUS MANUFACTURED ARTICLES 
This section accounts for 11% of Czech imports, i.e. approx. 20 billion US$.  

Also here, plastics, this time in the form of finished articles, play the leading role, 

ahead of furniture and its parts. Footwear and various types of clothing are largely 

imported too.   

 

Table 6: Import from the World: Structure of Section 8 (Miscellaneous Manufactured 
Articles), in % (2019) 
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SECTIONS 0, 1, 2 & 3  
While we do not look into such detail of the smaller Section 1: Beverages and 

tobacco, Section 2: Crude materials and Section 3: Fuels, they can still represent, 

given their absolute values, some interesting opportunities for Brazilian exporters.  

Chart 11: Import from the World: Smaller Sections’ Development in Time,  
in Thousands of US$

  

The Food Section seems particularly promising, as it has accelerated its growth 
recently. 

SECTION 0: FOOD AND LIVE ANIMALS  
Within the Food Section, import of meat, fruit and nuts as well as edible products 

and vegetables are the most important. Import of meat of bovine animals has risen 

rapidly over the past 4 years. 

Table 7: Import from the World: Structure of Section 0 (Food and Live Animals), in %  
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TOP IMPORTED PRODUCT GROUPS ACROSS SECTIONS 
Items related to machinery and transport equipment make up most of the top 10 

groups imported to the Czech Republic. 

Table 8: Top 25 Product Groups Imported to the Czech Republic from the World,  
in Thousands of US$ 
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2.2.3 Czech Import from Brazil 

The value of import from Brazil to the Czech Republic tends to fluctuate over the 

years but shows a growing tendency in the long-term. In 2018, it reached up to 370 

million US$, nearly as much as in the record year 2008. As the UNCTAD data set still 

displays 2019 Czech import data from Brazil as estimated, not final values, we have 

added also figures for 2019 and 2020 reported by the Czech Statistical Organization 

and converted into US$ at an approx. exchange rate of 23 CZK/1USD. Both UNCTAD 

and CZSO report a decline in import from Brazil to the Czech Republic. 

Chart 12: Import from Brazil to the Czech Republic in Time, in Thousands of US$ 

 
Source: United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and Czech Statistical Organization9 

 

 
TOP IMPORTED PRODUCT GROUPS ACROSS SECTIONS 
Czech import from Brazil has been rather concentrated into several Groups lately. 

The Czech Republic has been importing 200 out of 261 SITC Groups from Brazil,  

but the single biggest one, the previously nearly non-existent Group of Ingots and 

primary forms of iron and steel now accounted for nearly 21% of total import value.  

The Top 5 Groups made up 50%, the Top 17 represented 80% and the Top 31 

Groups, as stated in the table below, formed over 90% of total Czech import from 

Brazil. 
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Table 9: Top 31 Product Groups Imported to the Czech Republic from Brazil,  
in Thousands of US$

 
 

 

It can be seen from Table 9 that certain groups from Section 6: Manufactured goods 

dominate Brazilian export to the Czech Republic. This section accounts for 29% of 

the exports, ahead of Section 0: Food and live animals with 25%. Section 5: 

Chemicals and related products and Section 7: Machinery and transport equipment 

form additional 17%, resp. 13%. Import of Section 2: Crude materials makes up 8%, 

while Section 1: Beverages and tobacco accounts for 5% and products from Section 

8: Miscellaneous manufactured articles for mere 3% of exports.  
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Three sections, Section 3: Mineral fuels, Section 4: Animal and vegetable oils and 

Section 9: Commodities and transactions are not imported by the Czech Republic 

from Brazil at all or only to a very small extent.   

Chart 13: Czech Import from Brazil in SITC’s Sections, Average Annual Values  
in 2016-2019, in % 

 
The share of individual Sections on import from Brazil tends fluctuate over the time. 

The currently biggest Section 6 has surged in 2018 thanks to the massive increase of 

ingots, primary forms of steel and iron. The once dominant Food section reached its 

peak in 2011 and has been in decline ever since.  

 

Chart 14: Development of Top 4 Sections’ Import from Brazil to the Czech Republic  
in Time, in Thousands of US$
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One of the smaller sections, Section 2: Crude materials has seen two big uplifts:  

in 2008 (caused by increase of imported pulp and wastepaper, simply worked wood 

incl. railway sleepers and wool) and again in 2018 (this time thanks to an upswing  

in iron ore, pulp and wastepaper and other crude minerals).  

Chart 15: Development of Smaller Sections’ Import from Brazil to the Czech Republic 
in Time, in Thousands of US$

 
 

We shall now go through Czech import from Brazil Section by Section to see  

the size, diversity, and development within each of them. 
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SECTION 0: FOOD AND LIVE ANIMALS 
This Section accounts for 25% of exports from Brazil, i.e. over 60 million US$ a year. 

Within this Section, the Top 10 Groups form 99% of Brazilian exports to the Czech 

Republic. Feeding stuff for animals, other meat and edible offal and coffee are the 

most important Groups, nevertheless, all of them tend to decline. On the other 

hand, the Groups of bovine animals’ meat, juices, edible products and spices are 

smaller but growing.   

Table 10: Czech import from Brazil: Structure of Section 0 (Food and Live Animals),  
in %, in Thousands of US$
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SECTION 1: BEVERAGES AND TOBACCO 
Import of this section, which accounts for 5% of imports from Brazil, i.e. 11 million 

US$, is nearly exclusively formed by unmanufactured tobacco. Presumably, it is 

destined for the large cigarette factory of Philip Morris International located in the 

city of Kutna Hora. 

 

Table 11: Import from Brazil: Structure of Section 1 (Beverages and Tobacco), in %,  
in Thousands of US$

 
 

SECTION 2: CRUDE MATERIALS 
This Section accounts for 8% of import from Brazil, i.e. nearly 20 million US$ per 

year. As seen before, there were two big upsurges in the past. Currently, it is 

constituted mostly by import of iron ore and pulp and wastepaper, which between 

them represent 80% of this Section. 

 
Table 12: Import from Brazil: Structure of Section 2 (Crude Materials, Non Fuels),  
in %, in Thousands of US$

 
 

SECTION 3: MINERAL FUELS AND SECTION 4: ANIMAL OR VEGETABLE OILS 
Import of these Sections from Brazil is negligeable. 
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SECTION 5: CHEMICALS AND RELATED PRODUCTS 
This Section accounts for 17% of imports, i.e. 41 million US$ a year. It is largely 

dominated by import of medicaments (human or veterinary). This Group used to be 

of minor size but grew suddenly in 2012 and has remained huge ever since, currently 

representing the 2nd biggest imported group across all Sections. This might partly be 

a reflection of concern cooperation within Sanofi, a leading healthcare company 

present on both markets and the former owner of Czech medicaments producer 

Zentiva (up to 2018).  

 

Table 13: Import from Brazil: Structure of Section 5 (Chemicals and Related Products), 
in %, in Thousands of US$

 
 

SECTION 6: MANUFACTURED GOODS 
This is the largest Section of import from Brazil. It accounts for 29% of import, i.e. 

over 68 million US$ per year. The astonishing fact is that over 70% of this Section is 

represented by a single Group of Ingots, primary or semifinished forms of iron or 

steel. This Group has only started being imported from Brazil in 2016 and in the 

record year 2018 its import value reached over 116 million US$. Just as the 

medicaments, this increase is likely to be attributable to trading within a large 

multinational corporation, in this case probably ArcelorMittal which operated a large 

factory in Ostrava (sold to AFG Group in 2019 and now operating as Liberty Steel 

Ostrava). Several smaller Groups, such as pig iron, non-ferrous base metals for 

metallurgy, metals of the platinum group and copper have seen a steep increase 

over the past four years.  



37 

 

Table 14: Import from Brazil: Structure of Section 6 (Manufactured Goods),  
in %, in Thousands of US$

 
 

SECTION 7: MACHINERY AND TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT 
This Section represents 13% of imports from Brazil, i.e. over 31 million US$ per year. 

Also here, the Section is dominated by a single Group, although not as largely as in 

Section 6. Import of Internal combustion piston engines and parts has a longer 

tradition, and it is currently the 3rd biggest imported Group overall. It is likely, 

although not specifically stated in the statistics, that these engines are used in the 

automotive industry. Equipment for distributing electricity is a smaller, yet rapidly 

growing Group within this Section. Aircraft and associated equipment is currently 

rather minor, but it saw a huge expansion in 2004 - 2005 and again in 2007 - 2009. 

 

Table 15: Import from Brazil: Structure of Section 7 (Machinery and Transport 
Equipment), in %, in Thousands of US$ 
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SECTION 8: MISCELLANEOUS MANUFACTURED ARTICLES 
This very diverse Section represents only 3% of import from Brazil, i.e. over 6 million 

US$ a year. It is mostly formed by three leading Groups: footwear, furniture and its 

parts and arms and ammunition. The only growing Group is a smaller one, 

cinematographic and photographic supplies. 

Table 16: Import from Brazil: Structure of Section 8 (Manufactured Articles), in %,  
in Thousands of US$ 

 
 

SECTION 9: COMMODITIES AND TRANSACTIONS NOT ELSEWHERE SPECIFIED  
Practically no import from Brazil in this Section has been registered in the past nine 

years.  
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3- POTENTIAL NEW 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
BRAZILIAN EXPORTERS 
TO THE CZECH 
REPUBLIC 

3.1 Import of Developed European Countries 
from Brazil 

The obvious first step when looking for new export opportunities to the Czech 

Republic is analyzing the existing export from Brazil to the developed European 

countries (i.e. the EU + the United Kingdom, Switzerland, Norway and Iceland). 

Export from Brazil to Europe amounts to nearly 43 billion US$ a year, yet only 0.6% 

of it is destined directly to the Czech Republic. Although, a part of Brazilian export 

into other European countries might be reexported as such or as part of other goods 

into the Czech Republic. This export would not be attributed to Brazil in the 

statistics.   

The following table ranks the Groups in descending order based on their average 

annual import value of the past four years and compares the ranks with ranking of 

the same product Group in Czech import from Brazil. Groups which are imported 

from Brazil by the Czech Republic much less than by other European countries are 

highlighted in red. 

The following Groups should be counted among the top categories to be explored as 

potential new opportunities as they are largely imported from Brazil to Europe and 

they tend to grow in value: 

• Non-monetary gold 

• Copper ores and concentrate 

• Ships, boats and floating structures 

• Maize 

• Flat-rolled iron, non-alloy steel, not coated 
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Table 17: Top 30 Product Groups Imported from Brazil by Developed European 
Countries, in Thousands of US$
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3.2 Czech Import from Latin America and  
the Carribean 

As seen in chapter 2.1 Czech Import in General, countries of Latin America and the 

Caribbean do not count among the biggest exporters to the Czech Republic. In the 

record year 2018, the total value of Czech import from this area amounted to 1.6 

billion US$, representing 0.73% of total Czech import of goods. 

But in the search for expanding the export options for Brazil, it is useful to look at the 

top product Groups imported to the Czech Republic from this region. The following 

table ranks the Groups in descending order based on their average annual import 

value of the past four years and compares the ranks with ranking of the same 

product Group in Czech import from Brazil. Groups which are imported from Brazil 

much less than from the region as such are highlighted in red. The Top 30 Groups 

account for nearly 80% of total Czech import from Latin America and the Caribbean. 

The following Groups should be counted among the top categories not well covered 

by Brazilian export as they are largely imported from the region and they tend to 

grow in value: 

• Telecommunication equipment 

• Motor vehicles for the transport of persons 

• Alcoholic beverages 

• Medical instruments and appliances 

• Optical goods 

• Pumps, gas compressors and fans 

• Television receivers, whether or not combined 

• Sound recorders or reproducers 

• Articles of plastic not specified elsewhere  

 

  



42 

 

Table 18: Top 30 Product Groups Imported to the Czech Republic from Latin America 
and the Caribbean, in Thousands of US$
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3.3 Czech Import from Mexico 

Mexico is the most successful of the Latin American countries in exporting goods to 

the Czech Republic. According to the International Monetary Fund, it currently ranks 

40th top exporter and accounts for 0.22% of Czech import, 3 times more than Brazil 

which ranks 50th with a share of 0.07%. 

The following table shows the Top 31 product Groups exported from Mexico to the 

Czech Republic. They represent 90% of Czech import from this country.  

Again, the Groups which are imported from Brazil much less than from Mexico are 

highlighted in red. At first sight, it is evident, that Mexican export to the Czech 

Republic differs largely from the Brazilian one. Mexican export to the Czech Republic 

is largely made up of products from Section 7: Machinery and transport equipment 

and Section 8: Miscellaneous manufactured articles. 

The potential opportunities for increasing Brazilian export may be among the 

following groups which show a growing tendency: 

• Telecommunication equipment 

• Motor vehicles for the transport of persons 

• Apparatus for electrical circuits 

• Optical goods 

• Medical instruments and appliances 

• Pumps, gas compressors and fans 

• Television receivers, whether or not combined 

• Parts and accessories for office machines and automatic data processing 

machines 

• Sound recorders or reproducers 

• Articles of plastic not specified elsewhere  

• Copper 

• Materials of rubber 

• Other machinery for particular industries 

• Household-type equipment, electrical or not 

• Cathode valves and tubes 

• Textile yarn 
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Table 19: Top 31 Product Groups Imported to the Czech Republic from Mexico,  
in Thousands of US$
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3.4 Czech Import from the World: Possible 
Opportunities for Brazil 

The broadest approach to examining possible opportunities for increasing import 

from Brazil is looking at the overall Czech import from the World and identifying 

potential gaps that could be filled by Brazilian exporters. The following product 

Groups should be evaluated whether they represent any reasonable business 

potential for Brazilian exporters. 

• Telecommunication equipment 

• Cathodes, valves and tubes 

• Motor vehicles for the transport of persons 

• Articles of plastic not specified elsewhere  

• Measuring, analyzing and controlling apparatus 

• Other machinery for particular industries 

• Baby carriages, toys, games and sporting goods 

• Flat-rolled iron, non-alloy steel, not coated 

• Paper and paperboard 

• Household-type equipment, electrical or not 
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Table 20: Top 30 Product Groups Imported by the Czech Republic from the World,  
in Thousands of US$
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4- SUMMARY OF POSSIBLE 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
BRAZILIAN EXPORTERS 
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC 

There are two main approaches to increasing the export from Brazil to the Czech 

Republic. It can either be done by growing the volume of the already exported 

product Groups or by expanding into the product groups needed by the Czech 

economy but not yet (well) covered by Brazilian exporters. 

Let us first summarize the product groups that are currently exported to the Czech 

Republic from Brazil, have shown a growing trend over the past few years, and could 

therefore be promising. All of them fall into 5 SITC Sections: Manufactured goods (6), 

Chemicals and related products (5), Machinery and transport equipment (7), Crude 

materials (2) and Food and live animals (0). They are above other groups related to: 

• Iron, steel and other metals or minerals in various degrees of processing 

• Medicaments, polymers & plastics and inorganic chemical elements  

• Engines, civil engineering & contractors’ plant and equipment, electrical 

machinery and equipment for distributing electricity 

• Bovine animals’ meet, fruit and vegetable juices, edible products & 

preparations and spices  
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Table 21: Top 25 Product Groups Imported from Brazil to the Czech Republic Which 
Have Grown Over the Past 4 Years, in Thousands of US$  

 
 

 

And now, we shall look at growing product groups that the Czech Republic imports 

to a great extent from Mexico, the Latin America or the World in general and where 

Brazil is currently underrepresented as an exporter. They are mostly representatives 

of Section 7: Machinery and transport equipment and Section 6: Manufactured 

goods.  

Group Flat-rolled iron, non-alloy steel, not coated is exported from Brazil to Europe 

much more than it is to the Czech Republic where it could expand further. 
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Table 22: New Product Groups with Potential for Exporters from Brazil to the Czech 
Republic, in Thousands of US$  
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PART 2: 
CONDITIONS FOR 

EXPORT TO THE CZECH 
REPUBLIC 

& 
ANALYSIS OF SELECTED 

PRODUCT GROUPS 
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1- GENERAL CONDITIONS 
FOR EXPORT TO THE EU  
AND THE CZECH 
REPUBLIC 

Trade in goods between Brazil and the Czech Republic is governed primarily by the 

legislation applied at the EU level based on the ‘single market’ concept that offers 

free movement of goods and persons, granting access to a market of over 400 

million consumers. The EU is a Customs Union - its 27 member countries form a 

single territory for customs purposes. This means that: 

• No customs duties are paid on goods moving between EU member states 

• EU member states apply a common customs tariff for goods imported from 

outside the EU  

• Goods that have been legally imported can circulate throughout the EU with  

no further customs checks 

Current trade relations between the EU and Mercosur (Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay 

and Paraguay) are based on an inter-regional Framework Cooperation Agreement 

which entered into force in 1999.The EU and individual Mercosur countries also have 

bilateral framework cooperation agreements, which also deal with trade-related 

matters.  

1.1. The EU-MERCOSUR Trade Agreement 

A new EU-Mercosur Trade Agreement, aimed at lowering the tariff and non-tariff 

regulations, is in the process of ratification. The agreement in principle was reached 

on 28 June 2019, after 20 years of on and off negotiations. But it is still subject to 

ratification by the EU Parliament and unanimous agreement of the member states. 

The member countries’ approach is varied, the opposition focused on the problem 

of Amazon deforestation being led by Austria, agricultural producers’ concerns 

voiced mostly by France and Ireland.  

Following a complaint of five environmental and human rights organizations 

submitted last year, the EU ombudsman Ms. Emily O'Reilly concluded in March 2021 
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that the European Commission was guilty of ‘maladministration’ in failing to make  

a timely assessment of any environmental impact from the EU-Mercosur trade deal 

before finalizing negotiations. "The EU projects its values through its trade deals. 

Concluding a trade agreement before its potential impact has been fully assessed 

risks undermining those values and the public's ability to debate the merits of the 

deal," ombudsman Emily O'Reilly said in her statement. 

It is therefore uncertain when or even if at all the agreement will enter into force. 

Full text of the Agreement in Principle can be found here: 

https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2048 

If accepted in the original form, the new agreement should cover the following trade 

aspects: 

• Tariffs 

• Rules of origin 

• Technical barriers to trade 

• Sanitary and phytosanitary measures 

• Services 

• Government procurement  

• Intellectual property  

• Sustainable development 

• Small and medium-sized enterprises 

 

The Agreement should make it easier for the Mercosur countries to export to the EU 

providing they respect the EU standards for safety, animal and plant health, GMOs, 

pesticides, contaminants etc. The EU countries would still be able to regulate 

imports on the ‘precautionary principle’ keeping the right to act to protect human, 

animal or plant health, or the environment, in the face of a perceived risk even when 

scientific evidence is not conclusive.  

  

https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2048
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The EU would eliminate duties on 100% of industrial goods over a transitional period 

of up to 10 years. 

For agricultural goods, the EU will liberalize 82% of agricultural imports, with the 

remaining imports subject to partial liberalization commitments including tariff-rate 

quotas for more sensitive products such as beef, pork, poultry, honey, sugar and 

ethanol. 

The quotas for meat are supposed to be as follows: 

• Beef: 99 000 tons carcass weight equivalent (CWE), subdivided into 55% 

fresh and 45% frozen with an in-quota rate of 7.5%. The volume will be 

phased in in six equal annual stages.  

• Poultry: 180 000 tons CWE duty free, subdivided into 50% bone-in and 50% 

boneless. The volume will be phased in in six equal annual stages.  

• Pork: 25 000 tons with an in-quota duty of €83 per ton. The volume will be 

phased in in six equal annual stages.  

 

1.2. Trade Agreements with Other LatAm 
Countries 

Aside from the ongoing process of the EU-Mercosur Agreement negotiation,  

the EU has already concluded an Association Agreement with Chile (including a 

comprehensive Free Trade Agreement), an Association Agreement with 6 Central 

American countries (Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, 

Panama) as well as a Free Trade Agreement with Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru. With 

Mexico, the EU is currently in the process of negotiating a new EU-Mexico 

association agreement that is aimed at replacing the longstanding Partnership 

Agreement. The above-mentioned countries can benefit from preferential treatment  

in exporting various kinds of goods to the EU markets. 
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1.3. Current Requirements and Processes 
Related to Export of Goods to the EU 

For companies interested in exporting to the EU, the key source of information is  
the Access2Markets portal (https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-
markets/en/home), 
which provides product-by-product information on EU tariffs and other measures 
applied to all products imported into the EU, notably: 

• EU tariffs 

• Rules of origin 

• Taxes and additional duties 

• Import procedures and formalities 

• Product requirements 

• Trade flow statistics. 

 

Imports of some sensitive goods or imports of certain goods coming from specific 

countries may be prohibited or restricted. Importers may need permits, a license or 

present an officially approved import notification. Agricultural products, iron and 

steel products, some live animals and products containing animal substances as well 

as plants and products containing vegetable substances may be subject to this type  

of restrictions (discussed in more detail in the respective chapters of this document). 

 

Calculation of customs duties: 

To be able to calculate the customs duties to be paid when trading goods,  

three factors must be taken into consideration. 

• The value of the goods 

• The customs tariff to be applied 

• The origin of the goods 

 

To help correctly identify the applicable customs tariff, the TARIC (Integrated Tariff  

of the European Communities) code is designed to show the various rules applying  

to specific products when imported into the EU. It is made up of the 8-digit code  

of the CN (Combined Nomenclature) plus 2 extra digits (TARIC subheadings).  

At import into the EU, the 10-digit TARIC code must be used in customs declarations.  

The rate that must be paid – and any related requirements, such as import/export 
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certificates – depends on the tariff classification applicable to the product.  

The TARIC Database can be found here: 

https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/dds2/taric/taric_consultation.jsp?Lang=en 

 

Exporters should apply for a Binding Tariff Information (BTI) decision.  

Features of a BTI are: 

• Issued by national customs authorities in the EU 

• Generally valid for 3 years throughout the EU, regardless of where it is issued 

• Binding on all EU customs administrations and the holder 

 

VAT is paid in the country where the product is sold. Import duties, on the other 

hand, are paid when the products enter the EU customs territory. So, for example if 

the product arrives first in the Netherlands before reaching the final destination in 

the Czech Republic, import duties will be paid in the Netherlands, but VAT will be 

due in the Czech Republic. The VAT is not harmonized across the EU and its base 

level as well as possible reduced levels are declared by national legislation. 

 

  

https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/dds2/taric/taric_consultation.jsp?Lang=en
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1.3.1   Current Requirements on Food Imports 

Any product arriving to Europe must comply with the EU’s food safety standards.  

Based on a level of risk related to a given product, the EU food safety checks include:   

• Inspections and prior-approval of operators interested in exporting to the EU 

This applies foremost for exports of food of animal origin where only 

products coming from EU-authorized establishments can be brought in the 

EU. The list of authorized establishments by country and category can be 

found here: https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/sanco/traces/output/ 

non_eu_listsPerCountry_en.htm# 

For food of non-animal origin, the exporting business must be known to the 

importer and accepted as a supplier of food into the EU. For food containing 

plants or plant products covered by the EU plant-health legislation, exporters 

must obtain a phytosanitary certificate issued by the national authorities  

in their country. 

• Control of documents and physical checks at the border  

• Sampling of products already at sale in the EU  

 

EU Member States administrations play a central role in performing these controls. 

They inform the Commission and other national administrations in the EU about any 

unauthorized or unhealthy products through an alert system.  

Even though the key requirements are common across the EU, certain rules 

regarding product quality controls may vary across the member states. 
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1.4. Current Requirements and Processes 
Related to Export of Goods to the Czech 
Republic  

In the Czech Republic, products imported from third countries are controlled by the 

administrative authority called Celni sprava CR. 

Celni sprava CR (Customs Administration of the Czech Republic) 

Budejovicka 7 

140 00 Praha 4 

Tel: (+420) 261 331 111 

E-mail: podatelna@cs.mfcr.cz 

Website: www.cs.mfcr.cz 

 

Customs Administration of the Czech Republic also runs a detailed TARIC CZ 

database, which is based on the common EU TARIC database.  

On top of the EU-level customs duties, quotas and agricultural quotas, it lists also 

Czech national rates of value added tax and excise tax and national bans and 

regulations for specific product groups. It enables also running of import simulations 

using exact amounts of goods, displaying any relevant quotas or certificates needed 

for import to the Czech Republic. 

The database can be consulted in English here: 

https://www.celnisprava.cz/en/applications/Pages/taric-cz.aspx  

with a user manual to be found here: 

https://www.celnisprava.cz/HermesApps/TaricConsultation/doc/manual_taric_ 

en.pdf 

 

  

http://www.cs.mfcr.cz/
https://www.celnisprava.cz/en/applications/Pages/taric-cz.aspx
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Additional product-specific controls aimed mostly at attesting imports’ conformity  

to the standards related to food safety, technical norms etc. are carried out by other 

authorities. 

For import of food, the following ones are of primary relevance: 

1. Statni zemedelsky intervencni fond - SZIF (State Agricultural Intervention Fund), 

email:  info@szif.cz, website: www.szif.cz for import licenses for agricultural 

products: 

2. Statni veterinarni sprava CR (State Veterinary Administration of the Czech 

Republic) – Odbor vnejsich vztahu, kontroly dovozu a vyvozu (Section of External 

Relations, Control of Exports and Imports), email: epodatelna@svscr.cz, website: 

www.svscr.cz for inspections of live animals and products of animal origin carried out 

at the designated Border Control Posts.  

3. Ustredni kontrolni a zkusebni ustav zemedelsky (Central Institute for Supervising 

and Testing in Agriculture) Odbor ochrany proti skodlivym organizmum (Division of 

Protection against Harmful Organisms) email: karantena@ukzuz.cz, webiste: 

www.ukzuz.cz for phytosanitary inspections. 

4. Statni zemedelska a potravinarska inspekce (Czech Agriculture and Food 

Inspection Authority), Odbor kontroly, laboratori a certifikace (Control, Laboratories 

and Certification Department) E-mail: sekret.oklc@szpi.gov.cz, website: 

www.szpi.gov.cz for control of foodstuffs of non-animal origin. 

 

Lastly, the imported products must be correctly labeled. The contents of the 

labelling must be at least in Czech. In line with the EU legislation, there are specific 

provisions for the different types of products (foodstuffs, textiles, cosmetic products, 

medical devices, etc.). 

  

mailto:info@szif.cz
http://www.szif.cz/
http://www.svscr.cz/
http://www.ukzuz.cz/
mailto:sekret.oklc@szpi.gov.cz
http://www.szpi.gov.cz/
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2- MEAT 
The EU currently imports around 200,000 tons of beef cuts every year from the 

Mercosur countries. These imports cater mostly for the high value market segment, 

dominated by European production and facing increasing consumers' demand.  

Therefore, more than a quarter of this amount (around 45 000 tons of "fresh" beef 

and a further 10,000 tons of frozen beef) enters the EU market despite being subject 

to a 40% - 45% duty.  

As mentioned in the previous chapter, export of meat and meat products into the 

EU is subject to harmonized regulations aiming at ensuring product safety and 

quality by adhering to standards in hygiene, consumer protection as well as in 

ensuring animal health.  

The first prerequisite for export of meat to the EU is that the country of origin  

is on a positive list of eligible countries for the relevant product. Listing of the 

country recognizes that EU-level standards are met and that there is a competent 

control authority overseeing the production process and providing reliable 

certificates and authorizations for individual establishments. Brazil is listed as a 

country eligible for exporting meat of domestic ungulates and poultry, minced meat 

or meat preparations and meat products to the EU. 

The second prerequisite concerns the exporting company. Only authorized 

establishments (e.g., slaughterhouses, cutting plants, game-handling establishments, 

cold stores, meat processing plants), which have been inspected by the competent 

authority of the exporting country and found to meet EU requirements, can export 

their production to the EU. To get an authorization, companies should contact their 

national authority. When it signs the export health certificate, the authority is 

certifying that it provides the necessary guarantees, carries out regular inspections 

of establishments and takes corrective action, if necessary. A list of approved 

establishments is maintained by the European Commission.  

The lists of Brazilian companies that can export various kinds of meat to the EU can 

be found here: 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/sanco/traces/output/non_eu_listsPerCountry_en.htm#  

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/sanco/traces/output/non_eu_listsPerCountry_en.htm%23
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For the export of meat from bovine, ovine or caprine animal species (cattle, sheep 

and goats) to the EU, exporting countries have to apply for a determination of their 

Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) status. This status is based on a risk 

assessment and is linked to specific BSE-related import conditions. 

Imports of meat or meat products must enter the EU via an approved Border 

Inspection Post of the EU under the authority of an official veterinarian in the EU 

Member State in question. In the Czech Republic, this Border Inspection Point is at 

the airport in Prague Ruzyne (Laglerove 1087/8, Praha 6, 160 00, e-mail: 

pvs.ruzyne@svscr.cz).  

Each consignment is subject to a systematic documentary check, identity check and, 

as appropriate, a physical check. The frequency of physical checks depends on the 

risk profile of the product and also on the results of previous checks. Consignments 

which are found not to be compliant with EU legislation shall either be destroyed or, 

under certain conditions, re-dispatched within 60 days. To protect animal health, 

there is a general ban on personal imports by passengers or travelers bringing meat 

or meat products into the EU.  

Only meat that passes this control can enter the EU territory and obtains a Common 

Healthy Entry Document from TRACES (Trade Control and Expert System) – a 

database that enables tracing and veterinary controls of consignments. 

 

Bovine meat from Brazil generally benefits from a high-quality image in the Czech 

Republic. Nevertheless, Brazil had to face 2 major image issues related to meat 

production over the recent years: 

1. Carne Fraca (Operation Weak Meat) –major Brazilian meat producers having 

mixed rotten meat treated with chemical components into meat sold in Brazil and 

abroad. 

2. Illegal deforestation of the Amazon rainforests in order to gain land for beef 

pastures. Main Brazilian meatpacking companies were accused of breaking their own 

policy of not sourcing cattle from areas affected by illegal burning of the forest. 

This negative publicity may still overshadow the image of Brazilian beef and 

negatively impact the demand of some consumers. 

mailto:pvs.ruzyne@svscr.cz
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Meat comes under Section I – Chapter 2 within the TARIC classification of goods.  

According to the International Trade Center data for 2019, the biggest part of Czech 

import of meat from Brazil is made up by meat of chicken, geese, turkey and similar. 

Meat and edible offal, salted, in brine dried or smoked follows 2nd and Brazil already 

accounts for 10% of total Czech import of this group which places it on the 4th 

position among exporters to the Czech Republic (behind Germany, Poland and Italy). 

Brazil exports this product group on a large scale to Europe, with  

the Netherlands, the UK, Germany and Switzerland among its top 5 destinations 

worldwide. 

Meat of bovine animals is approximately a half in value to that of chicken and similar 

but stable over the past 5 years, unlike the 2 bigger categories which have seen a 

significant decline. Great majority of Brazilian bovine meat is exported fresh or 

chilled. Nevertheless, Brazil only accounts for 2% of Czech fresh/chilled bovine meat 

imports, being the 11th biggest exporter. The leading exporters are the Netherlands, 

Germany, Poland, and Ireland. Argentina ranks 8th. It is necessary to keep in mind 

that the Netherlands and Germany with their big trading ports of Rotterdam or 

Hamburg are often the EU entry points for goods from oversees destined also for 

other EU member countries. Therefore, the actual amount of meat imported to the 

Czech Republic from Brazil may be higher than reported. 
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Table 1: Czech Import of Meat from Brazil (2019, in 000 US$) 

 
 

Chart 1: Top Exporters of Meat and Edible Offal to the Czech Republic 
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Chart 2: Top Exporters of Meat of Bovine Animals, Fresh or Chilled, 
to the Czech Republic 
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The TARIC nomenclature used for determining the appropriate levels of tariffs and 

quotas classifies fresh or chilled meat of bovine animals in Section I - Chapter 2 -

Group 0201 and frozen meat of bovine animals in Section I - Chapter 2 - Group 0202. 

Within each group, further division in made according to meat quality (high quality 

vs other) and the level of processing (carcasses/half carcasses vs cuts with or without 

bone). Meat of bison (buffalo) is distinguished from meat of beef. The most specific 

definition of a product group is a 10digit code.  

Chart 3: Classification of Bovine Meat within the TARIC Nomenclature

 
  



65 

 

For each code, the applicable tariff rate and import control measures for import 

from a specific country can be displayed in the TARIC or directly its Czech version 

TARIC CZ, where also information on the applicable VAT and any additional national 

requirements can be found. 

Chart 4: Example of Import Tariff for High-quality Fresh or Chilled Beef from TARIC CZ 
(code 0201100029) 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meat and meat products belong into the 1st reduced rate of VAT at 15% in the Czech 

Republic.  

Fresh or chilled meat of bovine animals from Brazil is imported nearly exclusively in 

the form of boneless cuts, not as carcasses or cuts with bone (code 020130 Fresh or 

chilled bovine meat, boneless). Brazil accounts for 1.8% of Czech import of this item 

(218 tons in 2019), whereas Argentina for 3.7% (482 tons). Both countries seem to 

be oriented on high-quality meat, as the unit value of their product is more than 

double than that of the biggest exporters to the Czech Republic (approx. 13,000 

USD/ton vs. approx. 5,000 USD/ton in case of the Netherlands, Poland or Germany). 

Total import of this item to the Czech Republic oscillates between 22 and 30 

thousand tons per year. 
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POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC: 

Bovine meat and meat products from Brazil could be marketed by the key wholesale 

or retail chains, such as Makro Cash & Carry (part of a leading European chain Metro 

Cash & Carry International), Lidl and Kaufland (both part of the Schwarz Gruppe), 

Billa and Penny Market (both part of Rewe Group), Tesco Stores, Albert or Globus as 

well as online grocery stores Rohlik or Kosik. Despite the primary orientation on low 

price, there is a growing demand for high-quality products.  

A smaller, but probably more interesting in terms of market price can be the chains  

of premium food stores such as Delmart or Sklizeno or restaurant chains, such as 

Ambiente, Together Restaurants or Pilsner Urquell Original or hotel chains. 

Table 2: Retailers, Premium Food Stores, Restaurant Chains in the CR 

 

 

Brazilian exporters could enter the above-mentioned retailers directly or indirectly as 

suppliers of the major bovine meat importing companies:  

Table 3: Importers of Bovine Meat to the Czech Republic 
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3- FRUIT 
For fruit that can be grown in Europe, local production is generally preferred. Italy 

and especially Spain are the key fruit producers within the EU, notably for citrus fruit, 

stone fruit, watermelons, or table grapes. In general, fruit production in Europe 

tends to decline, opening a growing space for imports from other countries. 

Furthermore, as European markets are looking for a year-round supply of fresh fruit, 

a great opportunity arises for exporters from the southern hemisphere as counter-

season suppliers. A list of seasons for various types of fruit in both the EU and non-

EU supplying countries can be consulted here: 

https://www.importpromotiondesk.com/fileadmin/user_upload/Publikationen/ande

re/IPD_Seasonal_calender__fruit_and_vegetables_final.pdf 

Demand for exotic fruit is high and stable in Europe. Several countries have managed 

to establish themselves strongly in export of particular fruits, leveraging longer 

seasons, optimum climate conditions, low-cost production and also their association 

agreements with the EU (granting them lower import tariff levels).  

The following ones stand out in particular: 

1. Peru and South Africa – benefit from counter-season offer, large scale production 

and several climate zones in case of Peru. They provide mostly citruses, grapes, or 

avocados. 

2. Costa Rica, Colombia and Panama – focus especially on bananas and pineapples. 

Colombia grows exports of exotic fruits or avocados. In the Czech Republic, premium 

air-shipped exotic fruit from Colombia is offered for example by the online grocery 

store Rohlik.cz. 

3. Mexico and Guatemala - Mexico is among leading suppliers of avocados and limes, 

while Guatemala’s exports of bananas, avocados and limes are much smaller but 

growing quickly. 

4. India and Egypt – growing exports of grapes thanks to competitive pricing and 

proximity to Europe in case of Egypt. 

 

  

https://www.importpromotiondesk.com/fileadmin/user_upload/Publikationen/andere/IPD_Seasonal_calender__fruit_and_vegetables_final.pdf
https://www.importpromotiondesk.com/fileadmin/user_upload/Publikationen/andere/IPD_Seasonal_calender__fruit_and_vegetables_final.pdf
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In general, exporting to the EU requires meeting high quality standards and being 

able to provide a stable quality and volume of production for a competitive price.  

The EU sets limits for maximum residue levels (MRLs) for pesticides in fruit.  

For individual fruit types, these levels can be looked up at: 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/eu-pesticides-db_en 

Individual EU member states or even individual importing companies are given the 

right to further tighten-up the MRLs. The German supermarket chain Lidl, which 

operates also in the Czech Republic, sets its own much stricter standards,  

and imposes financial penalties on providers in violation of the limits. 

Maximum levels of certain dangerous elements (such as lead, mercury etc.) are 

controlled in various types of fruits and vegetables. The detailed overview can be 

consulted here: 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/reqs/public/v1/requirement/auxi/eu/eu_heafocon_a

nnex_r1881_2006.pdf/ 

 

Before fruit imported from a non-EU country can be allowed for sale on the Czech 

market, it has to obtain the CAFIA (Czech Agriculture and Food Inspection Authority) 

certification proving it meets the required standards. The importer willing to get the 

certification needs to notify the CAFIA Inspectorate with information on the arrival 

time, date and destination. Issuing of the certification is subject to an administration 

fee. Certification can be claimed at several offices of the CAFIA: 

https://www.szpi.gov.cz/docDetail.aspx?docid=1003917&doctype=ART 

 

Furthermore, 10 types of fruit and vegetables are subject to additional EU marketing 

standards of minimum quality and size classification which are controlled upon 

arrival in the EU: 

1. Apples 

2. Citrus fruit 

3. Kiwifruit 

4. Lettuce, curled-leaved and broad-leaved endives 

5. Peaches and nectarines 

6. Pears 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/eu-pesticides-db_en
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/reqs/public/v1/requirement/auxi/eu/eu_heafocon_annex_r1881_2006.pdf/
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/reqs/public/v1/requirement/auxi/eu/eu_heafocon_annex_r1881_2006.pdf/
https://www.szpi.gov.cz/docDetail.aspx?docid=1003917&doctype=ART
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7. Strawberries 

8. Sweet peppers 

9. Table grapes 

10. Tomatoes 

 

All the requirements on food exporters from non-EU countries are handily 

summarized by the Center for Promotion of Imports from Developing Countries at: 

https://www.cbi.eu/market-information/fresh-fruit-vegetables/buyer-requirements 

 
A detailed analysis of market for individual kinds of fruit is available from FruiTrop, 

an economic research unit created within CIRAD, a French research center working 

with developing countries, on international issues of agriculture and development, 

at: https://www.fruitrop.com/en 

 
Latest news from the industry, event and advertising of relevant companies can be 

followed at: http://www.fruitnet.com/ 

 
According to the Center for Promotion of Imports from Developing Countries,  

an organization funded by the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs,  

the Top 5 types of fruit with the highest import value to the EU are: 

1. Bananas (€5183 million): the multinationals Chiquita, Fyffes and Dole are 

dominant, with supply from Ecuador, Colombia and Costa Rica. Other 

exporting countries are increasing their supply, including Panama, Ivory 

Coast, Guatemala, Nicaragua and Ghana. Trade agreements and agricultural 

investments play an important role in the banana trade, while diseases 

affecting banana plantations may force buyers to diversify their sourcing 

origins. 

2. Grapes (€1626 million): a large and relatively stable category. New varieties 

and competitive pricing make strong selling points for external suppliers. 

India and Egypt are becoming stronger suppliers thanks to competitive 

prices. Peru and Chile are focusing on marketing new varieties, creating 

differentiation in counter-seasonal grapes in the European market. 

https://www.cbi.eu/market-information/fresh-fruit-vegetables/buyer-requirements
https://www.fruitrop.com/en
http://www.fruitnet.com/
https://www.chiquita.com/
http://www.fyffes.com/
http://www.dole.com/
http://theconversation.com/the-quest-to-save-the-banana-from-extinction-112256
http://theconversation.com/the-quest-to-save-the-banana-from-extinction-112256
https://www.freshfruitportal.com/news/2017/06/29/new-grape-varieties-gaining-ground-chile-peru/


70 

 

3. Avocados (€1489 million): avocados have surpassed mangoes and pineapples 

in import value since 2016 thanks to the increasing interest  

in healthy food and a successful marketing machine. Extensive investments  

in avocado production worldwide indicate further market growth but 

managing supply and sustainable production will become a challenge. 

4. Mangoes (€918 million): mangoes are the typical product from developing 

countries with a relatively high import value and a reasonable growth of 33%  

in five years. Europe imports most mangoes from Brazil and Peru between 

October and April, but there are many opportunities for West African 

suppliers throughout the rest of the year. Fibreless mangoes and a reliable 

volume and quality are important success factors. 

5. Pineapples (€885 million): pineapples are among the most imported fruit 

from developing countries, but despite high demand, the market for 

pineapples is saturated and mainly dominated by Costa Rica. Italy, Germany 

and Spain are the largest consumption markets. 

As the market especially for bananas and pineapples is very mature and 

concentrated, the following categories promise a better potential for success: 

1. Hass avocados 

2. Blueberries 

3. Fibreless mangoes 

4.  Sweet potatoes 

5. Dates  

6. Table grapes 

 
A great amount of fresh fruit is imported to the EU through the Netherlands (the 

port of Rotterdam where many international traders are located) or through Belgium 

(specialized in the bananas market). From here, the shipments are reexported 

throughout the EU. Therefore, some of the Czech import declared as coming from 

these countries can actually originate in non-EU countries such as Brazil.  

According to the International Trade Center data for 2019, the Czech Republic 

imports from Brazil mostly citrus fruit, dates, figs, pineapples, avocados, guavas, 

mangoes and mangosteens, melons (incl. watermelons) and papayas.  
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Import of grapes is smaller but has shown a strong growth over the past 5 years. 

Table 4: Czech Import of Fruit from Brazil (2019, in 000 US$)   

 

For citrus fruit, Brazil (with a 2% value share) is the 8th biggest exporter to the Czech 

Republic after Spain, Germany, Turkey, China, South Africa, Greece and the 

Netherlands. In case of Germany and the Netherlands, it is likely that these countries 

serve mostly as entry points to the EU that reexport the shipments to the Czech 

Republic. The import from Brazil within citrus fruit is nearly exclusively limited to 

product group 080550 Fresh or dried lemons (Citrus limon, Citrus limonum) and 

limes (Citrus aurantifolia, Citrus latifolia) with 1,609 tons in 2019. Import of oranges 

and grapefruits from Brazil is incomparably smaller (6 and 3 tons respectively in 

2019). 

For dates, figs, pineapples, avocados, guavas, mangoes and mangosteens, Brazil 

(with a 5% value share) is the 6th biggest exporter to the Czech Republic after 

Germany, the Netherlands, Costa Rica, Peru and Chile. In this group, import from 

Brazil is centered around mangoes, mangosteens and guavas, where Brazil (with its 

1,387 tons in 2019) covers approx. 24% of Czech import (leading provider head-to-

head with Germany). Meanwhile, Brazil’s position in Czech import of figs and 
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avocados is much weaker (2.2% and 0.3% respectively). Peru, Chile, Mexico, 

Colombia and Guatemala are far ahead of Brazil in providing avocados to the Czech 

Republic. Still, there might be an opportunity here for Brazil, as popularity of 

avocados is growing fast and their import to the Czech Republic has nearly doubled 

between 2016 and 2020 (from 3.6 thousand tons to 6.2 thousand tons). 

For melons (incl. watermelons) and papayas, Brazil (with a 4% value share) is the 6th 

biggest exporter after Spain, Italy, Germany, Hungary and Turkey. 1,099 tons  

of watermelons were imported from Brazil in 2019, but as this commodity is largely 

supplied by several south European countries, Brazil accounts for only 2.2% of Czech 

import. Whereas in other types of melons, Brazil makes up 22.2% of Czech import 

with 908 tons in 2019 (#2 behind Spain). Brazil also has quite a strong position in 

import of papayas (14.2%), this market is much smaller but growing compared to the 

stable import of melons.  

For grapes, most of the import is covered by Italy, Germany, India and South Africa. 

Peru ranks 5th with a 5% value share. Brazil only accounts for 0.7% as the 20th biggest 

exporter. Peru and Chile rank above Brazil on the exporters’ list. Nevertheless, this 

category is huge in import (between 50 and 60 thousand tons per year since 2016), 

so even a small share of the total value might represent an interesting amount of 

goods. 

 

As for all types of goods, the applicable import tariffs and regulations can be looked 

up in the TARIC /TARIC CZ database in Section II - Chapter 8. Tariffs and duties vary 

across the fruit types. Unlike Brazil, numerous Central American, South American or 

African countries benefit from lower or 0% tariffs based on their trade and 

association agreements with the EU.  

 

A 15% VAT is levied on fruit in the Czech Republic. 
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POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC: 

Fresh fruit from Brazil could be marketed by the key wholesale or retail chains, such 

as Makro Cash & Carry (part of a leading European chain Metro Cash & Carry 

International), Lidl and Kaufland (both part of the Schwarz Gruppe), Billa and Penny 

Market (both part of Rewe Group), Tesco Stores Albert or Globus as well as online 

grocery stores Rohlik or Kosik. 

Another option lies with increasingly popular fresh bars such as Fruitisimo or UGO 

(owned by Czech soft drink leader Kofola) or restaurants specialized in avocado 

meals (such as Avocado Gang, Avocado Bistro). 

Other potential buyers could be companies selling nuts and freeze-dried fruit, such 

as Orisky z celeho sveta or Diana Svet orisku or products containing such fruit - for 

example Mixit, producer of high-end muesli. 

Table 5: Retailers, Avocado Restaurants, Dried Fruit Sellers in the CR 
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Exotic fruit supply for smaller customers is provided by a range of importing 

companies: 

Table 6: Importers of Selected Kinds of Fruit to the Czech Republic 
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4- FRUIT JUICES 
According to the CBI (Center for Promotion of Imports), Europe is the largest market 

for fruit juices in the World. Despite a declining tendency in consumption of  

retail-packed juices, their import continues to grow. Juices are increasingly used as 

ingredients in other types of beverages with lower sugar content. To minimize 

transport costs, fruit juices are mostly imported to Europe in the form of 

concentrated juices or purées in large containers, drums or tanks (containing from 

20 liters to 25,000 liters). They are then reconstituted with water and consumer-

packed into cartons, plastic or glass bottles by European bottling companies. 

Potential for growth can be seen in case of the higher value juices not from 

concentrates (NFCs), pineapple juice, lime juice, lemon juice, juice mixtures, juices 

from exotic fruit not grown in Europe and “superfruit” juices. 

Brazil, strong especially in the biggest segment of concentrated orange juice,  

is the clear leader in providing fruit juices to the EU. Costa Rica, Turkey, Mexico, 

Argentina and Thailand are among the biggest exporters. Other growing exporters 

are Vietnam (tropical juices, pineapple juice), Egypt (orange juice), the Philippines 

(coconut water and concentrated pineapple juice) and Peru (various exotic fruit 

juices). 

Same as in case of fruit, a large part of fruit juice import passes through the 

Netherlands and Belgium. Bottling and subsequent reexport to other member states 

is often done in Germany. 

Requirements regarding fruit juices are covered by the European Fruit Juice Directive 

available here: https://eur-

lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:115:0001:0011:EN:PDF 

Generally, fruit juice is defined as the unfermented liquid of the edible part of the 

fruit. It may contain pulp but does not contain: 

• Pieces of shell; 

• Seeds; 

• Coarse or hard substances; 

• Excess pulp. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:115:0001:0011:EN:PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:115:0001:0011:EN:PDF
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Vitamins and minerals can be added to fruit juices, but they must comply with the 

EU regulations on the addition of vitamins and minerals as well as with regulation on 

food additives. The list of allowed vitamins and minerals can to be found here:  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2006/1925/oj  

while the list of approved food additives is available from the following address: 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32008R1333  

Besides those mentioned above, other allowed ingredients include restored flavor, 

pulp and cells. 

 

Same as for fruit, the EU sets the maximum residue levels (MRLs) for pesticides  

in fruit juices. 

The name “fruit juice” is reserved for 100% fruit juices. However, if sugar, 

sweeteners or acid are added to fruit juice which is diluted with water, the product 

must be called nectar or fruit drink. Subsequently, such products need to be 

correctly labeled.  

According to industry practice, the most important quality requirements for fruit 

juices are defined by the following parameters. 

• Color: characteristic of the type and variety of fruit. 

• Flavor and odor: distinct fruit flavor and odor, free from foreign flavors and 

odors. 

• Brix level: quality of concentrated fruit juices, mainly defined by the Brix level 

(sugar content of an aqueous solution). The Brix level directly influences the 

price of the product. For products not from concentrate (NFC) a minimum 

Brix level is obligatory. 

• Composition: the share of different types of juices in the case of mixed juice. 

 

Additional quality requirements are as follows: 

• Pulp content: pulp content is a quality indicator for certain types of juices, 

such as orange or pineapple. Importers may require more pulp content, as 

visible pulp in juices is becoming more popular among European consumers. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2006/1925/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32008R1333%20
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• Acid level: in addition to the Brix level, the citric acid level is the most 

common parameter that influences the quality and price of some juice 

products. 

European Directive 2001/112/EC and Directive 2012/12/EU define the composition  

of fruit juices, concentrated fruit juices, dehydrated fruit juices and fruit nectars. The 

product must be labelled as fruit juice, concentrated fruit juice or fruit nectar. Fruit 

nectars must declare a percentage volume of the fruit juice on the packaging. The 

labelling of concentrated fruit juice, not intended for delivery to the final consumer, 

shall indicate the presence and quantity of added lemon juice, lime juice or acidifying 

agents.  

In the case of retail packaging, product labelling must be in compliance with the 

European Union Regulation on food information to consumers. This regulation more 

clearly defines the nutrition labelling, origin labelling, allergen labelling and legibility 

(minimum font size for mandatory information).  

In the common case of export bulk packaging, the information required above must 

either be placed on the container or be given in accompanying documents. “Fruit 

juice or concentrated fruit juice” as well as the name and address of the 

manufacturer or packer must appear on the container. It is common that product 

specification declares the Brix and acid level. 

Further, more detailed guidelines for different types of fruit juices, industry 

standards and guidelines can be obtained for the European Fruit Juice Association at: 

https://aijn.eu/en 

The CBI has conducted a specific study on superfruit juices which may provide 

relevant insights for potential exporters: https://www.cbi.eu/market-

information/processed-fruit-vegetables-edible-nuts/superfruit-juices/europe 

 

In addition to general certification schemes for food safety, retail companies may 

require the SGF certification. SGF certifies fruit-processing companies, packers and 

bottlers, traders and brokers for fruit juices as well as transport companies and cold 

stores in almost 60 countries worldwide. SGF certification has a particular focus on 

authenticity and safety checking for conformity and food fraud by analyses and 

https://aijn.eu/en
https://www.cbi.eu/market-information/processed-fruit-vegetables-edible-nuts/superfruit-juices/europe
https://www.cbi.eu/market-information/processed-fruit-vegetables-edible-nuts/superfruit-juices/europe
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traceability checks. Already more than 80% of imported fruit juice products in 

Europe are coming from production sites with SGF certification. 

https://www.sgf.org/voluntary-control-system 

 

Brazil officially ranks 7th among exporters of fruit juices into the Czech Republic. 

Poland, Germany, Austria, France, the Netherlands, and Hungary score higher. 

Nevertheless, it is highly probable that the high position of these countries is driven 

by exports of consumer-packs of fruit juices originating elsewhere, among other  

in Brazil, indicating its much stronger presence than that noted statistically. 

Import of fruit juices from Brazil is quite equally divided between fresh and frozen 

orange juices (with 896 and 815 tons respectively imported in 2019), other juice 

types are imported only marginally. Unit import value of frozen product is higher 

than in case of fresh product. Total import of orange juice to the Czech Republic has 

increased over the past 5 years.  

Table 7: Czech Import of Fruit Juices from Brazil (2019, in 000 US$) 

 
  

https://www.sgf.org/voluntary-control-system
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Chart 5: Top Fruit Juice Exporting Countries to the Czech Republic

 
 

Import tariffs and regulations can be looked up in the TARIC CZ database in Section 

IV - Chapter 20 - Group 2009. It differs according to the juice type, Brix level and fruit 

it is made from. But as apparently part of the fruit juices originating outside Europe 

comes to the Czech Republic from other EU countries where it was consumer-

packed, it might be advisable for the exporters of juices in bulk containers to 

orientate themselves also on contacts with the bottling companies and agents 

operating in other EU countries. 

 
VAT on fruit juices in the Czech Republic is 15%. 
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POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC: 

Consumer-packed fruit juices are often imported to the Czech Republic from other 

EU countries under the global brands of Rauch, Pfanner, Cappy, Granini, Limenita, 

Sunquik or Jumex. 

Besides these strong brands, there are several Czech producers of fruit juices using 

also other types than locally grown fruits, such as: 

Maspex Czech with brands Relax (fruit juices), Caprio (fruit drinks and concentrates 

in bulk packs) and Kubik (fruit drinks for children) 

Linea Nivnice - producer of fruit juices and syrups under the brand Hello 

Kofola - leading Czech soft drinks producer, owner of fruit syrup brand Jupi and a 

fruit drinks for children brand Jupik 

There even exists a Czech company called Tropico which specializes in import of fruit 

juices and purées from Brazil and other countries for commercial clients (HORECA - 

hotels, restaurants, confectioner’s, school canteens, specialty food stores, etc.).  

Table 8: Leading Fruit Juice Producers in the CR 

 

 

Besides international companies importing their own branded products, there are 

several importers of fruit juices to the Czech Republic, as declared in the 

International Trade Center statistics. 

Table 9: Importers of Fruit Juices to the Czech Republic 
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5- PAPER AND 
PAPERBOARD 

The Section X - Chapter 48 of the TARIC classification comprises a very wide 

assortment of paper and paperboard products ranging from newsprint or toilet 

paper to wallpaper, filter blocks or boxes made of paperboard. 

In general, there is a 0% duty imposed on import of goods across this Chapter from 

all third countries. 

When exporting paper and paper products to Europe, suppliers must comply with  

the following legal requirements: 

1. General Product Safety Directive - it states that suppliers must only place 

products which are safe on the market, inform consumers of any risks associated 

with the products they supply and make sure any dangerous products present on 

the market can be traced so they can be removed to avoid any risks to consumers 

(The European Union has a rapid alert system RAPEX to list such products) 

2. REACH – this regulation lists restricted chemicals in products that are marketed in 

Europe. For paper products, chemicals used in production, coating or dying may 

be subject to restrictions. Detailed list of banned chemicals can be consulted 

here: https://echa.europa.eu/support/getting-started/enquiry-on-reach-and-clp 

3. Timber Regulation (EUTR) – it counters the trade in illegally harvested timber and 

timber products (including paper). It requires EU traders who place timber 

products on the EU market for the first time to exercise due diligence to minimize 

such risk. Country overviews aimed to assist EU importers in assessing their 

partners have been prepared for major supplying countries including Brazil.  

The document listing potential issues related to timber and related products 

originating from Brazil can be found here: 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/forests/pdf/Country_overview_Brazil_03_10_

2018.pdf 

Additionally, a FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) certification as the most common 

label for sustainable wooden products, including paper can be obtained. The FSC 

https://echa.europa.eu/support/getting-started/enquiry-on-reach-and-clp
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/forests/pdf/Country_overview_Brazil_03_10_2018.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/forests/pdf/Country_overview_Brazil_03_10_2018.pdf
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label guarantees that a product’s source material comes from responsibly 

managed forests. https://fsc.org/en. 

4. Packaging and packaging waste legislation - Europe has specific packaging and 

packaging waste legislation (https://ec.europa.eu/environment/topics/waste-

and-recycling/packaging-waste_en) aiming at management of packaging and 

packaging waste, and preventing or reducing their impact on the environment. 

Buyers may therefore ask to minimize the use of packaging materials (paper, 

carton, plastic) or to use a different kind of material, including recycled material. 

Special rules apply to wood packaging materials used for transport (packing cases, 

pallets or crates) in order to prevent harmful organisms from being introduced 

into and spreading within the European Union. 

 

A publicly available analysis of the paper industry in the Czech Republic conducted in 

autumn 2018 by Ceska sporitelna (a leading bank) states that the country is heavily 

involved in international trade in paper and paper products with production 

specialized in certain types of packaging materials. Other types of packaging 

materials, as well as graphic and hygienic paper are imported. The volume of import 

is predicted to grow further, mostly in case of packaging paper and paperboard or 

hygienic paper. The full analysis in Czech can be consulted here: 

https://www.csas.cz/content/dam/cz/csas/www_csas_cz/dokumenty/analyzy/Pap%

C3%ADrensk%C3%BD-trh-v-%C4%8CR-2018-11-analyza.pdf 

 

The VAT on paper and paper or paperboard products in the Czech Republic is 21%. 

Nevertheless, books, newspapers, magazines, brochures or coloring books are 

eligible for the 2nd reduced VAT rate of 10%. 

 
Import of paper products from Brazil to the Czech Republic is nearly non-existent 

now. In 2019, only 2 out of the 22 product groups were imported and  

the goods value was nearly negligible.  

  

https://fsc.org/en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/topics/waste-and-recycling/packaging-waste_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/topics/waste-and-recycling/packaging-waste_en
https://www.csas.cz/content/dam/cz/csas/www_csas_cz/dokumenty/analyzy/Pap%C3%ADrensk%C3%BD-trh-v-%C4%8CR-2018-11-analyza.pdf
https://www.csas.cz/content/dam/cz/csas/www_csas_cz/dokumenty/analyzy/Pap%C3%ADrensk%C3%BD-trh-v-%C4%8CR-2018-11-analyza.pdf
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Table 10: Czech Import of Paper and Paperboard from Brazil (2019, in 000 US$) 

 
 

The Czech Republic imports large quantities of paper from the World, mainly cartons 

and boxes, paper and paperboard (both coated and uncoated), writing paper as well 

as toilet paper and similar. Products in the top categories tend to come from the 

neighboring countries or other EU members such as Finland or Sweden. At the same 

time, Germany, Poland and Slovakia are also the main destinations for Czech export. 

Several product groups highlighted in yellow are imported also from more far-away 

countries, such as the USA, China, India or Mexico and Japan in case of carbon and 

self-copy paper. 

Table 11: Czech Import of Paper and Paperboard from the World (2019, in 000 US$)

 
 

Brazil is a net exporter of several paper product groups. Especially groups 4802 

Uncoated paper and paperboard for writing and 4810 Paper and paperboard coated 

with kaolin show great potential for export to the Czech Republic as they are in high 
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demand in CZ imports and the leading groups in Brazilian exports. Moreover, Brazil 

already exports them on long distances (highlighted in yellow). 

Table 12: Brazilian Export of Paper and Paperboard to the World (2019, in 000 US$) 

  
 

Within the writing paper group (4802), the biggest imported are those including 

uncoated paper and paperboard, of a kind used for writing, printing or other graphic 

purposes, and non-perforated punch cards and punch-tape paper, either in the form 

of rolls (code 480261) or small or big square or rectangular sheets (codes 480256 

and 480257 respectively). Value of this group’s import ranges between 190 and 236 

million USD per year. Currently, nearly all the import is covered by several European 

countries, such as Germany, Slovakia, Austria, Sweden or Poland. 

The coated (with kaolin "China clay" or other inorganic substances) paper and 

paperboard group (4810), is mostly imported as one or both sides covered multi-ply 

paper and paperboard (481092) one or both sides covered paper and paperboard 

used for writing in sheets (481019), lightweight coated paper used for writing, 

printing or other graphic purposes, printing or other graphic purposes (481022) or 

coated paper and paperboard used for writing, printing or other graphic purposes in 

rolls or sheets (481029). Value of this group’s import ranges between 265 and 308 

million USD per year. The leading exporters are Germany, Finland, Austria, the USA, 

Belgium, Sweden or Italy. 
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POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC: 

Leading producing and trading companies in the paper industry are associated in the 

Association of the Czech Pulp and Paper Industry ACCP http://www.acpp.cz/en. 

The association lists its members and their fields of specialty (trader in paper, 

manufacturers of various product types, consulting companies etc.) here: 

http://www.acpp.cz/en/members. Among them, there may be potential business 

partners as well as local competitors for Brazilian exporters. 

Companies importing writing paper or coated paper to the Czech Republic, as 

registered by the International Trade Center, are listed in the table below: 

Table 13: Importers of Writing or Coated Paper to the Czech Republic 

 

http://www.acpp.cz/en
http://www.acpp.cz/en/members


86 

 

  



87 

 

6- ALUMINUM ORES AND 
CONCENTRATES 

Brazil is considered to have the 3rd largest bauxite reserves in the World. It exports 

aluminum ores and concentrates to a number of countries Worldwide, above others 

to Canada, Ireland, USA, Greece or China. The biggest importers among the EU 

countries are Ireland (has large alumina refineries), Spain, Germany, France, 

Romania, Greece (which also has its own bauxite mining sites) and the Netherlands. 

Table 14:  Brazilian Export of Aluminum Ores and Concentrates to the World  
(2019, in 000 US$) 

 

In Europe, aluminum is used mainly in transport, construction, and engineering 

industries. Nevertheless, the production of both alumina and aluminum declines 

over the past 2 decades while production of semi-finished and finished aluminum 

products tends to grow. Aluminum is recycled on a large scale in Europe as this 
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process is far less energy intensive. According to the EU legislation passed in 2018, 

the member countries should recycle 50% of aluminum by 2025 and 60% by 2030. 

The Czech Republic is yet on its way to reach these goals. 

On the demand side, the Czech Republic only imports limited amounts  

of aluminum ores and concentrates. They come from 8 countries headed by 

Germany and China. 

Table 15:  Czech Import of Aluminum Ores and Concentrates from the World  
(2019, in 000 US$) 

 

Import of ores and concentrates from Brazil to the Czech Republic is limited nearly 

exclusively to iron ores and concentrates (value of Brazilian export to the Czech 

Republic exceeding 21.5 million US$ in 2019) placing Brazil on 4th position among 

suppliers (but far behind the leading Ukraine which provides over 80% of Czech 

import). 

 

POTENTIAL PARTNERS AND CUSTOMERS IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC: 

In the former Czechoslovakia, aluminum was mostly produced in the Slovak town  

of Ziar nad Hronom using bauxite from Hungary. In the present-day Czech Republic, 

there are just 2 companies producing primary aluminum, a local firm Starcam 

(http://www.starcam.cz/) and a production facility of a global conglomerate Nemak 

(https://nemak.com/). Both are suppliers of car manufacturers, and both are located  

in the industrial zone Joseph in Havran near Most.  

 

  

http://www.starcam.cz/
https://nemak.com/)


89 

 

According to the International trade Center statistics, only 2 companies imported 

bauxite to the Czech Republic lately:  

Table 16:  Importers of Bauxite to the Czech Republic 

 

 

The Czech Republic is many times more intensively involved in international trade 

with aluminum and articles thereof (Chapter 76 in TARIC) with an import value 

amounting to 2.6 billion US$ in 2019 (vs 4.6 million US$ value of aluminum ores and 

concentrate import) and export value of 1,852,386,000 US$ in 2019.  

The trade is likely to be highly concentrated around the automotive industry as the 

Czech Republic has a high level of trade and also positive trade balance on this item 

with countries such as Germany, Slovakia, France, the UK or Hungary. But even in 

case of aluminum and products thereof, the import from Brazil is barely noticeable. 

The Czech Republic is even a net exporter of aluminum and products thereof to 

Brazil.  

Table 17: Czech Import of Aluminum and Products Thereof from the World  
(2019, in 000 US$) 

 
 

  



90 

 

Aluminum ores and concentrates (Section V - Chapter 26) are imported to the EU at 

0% tariff. For aluminum and products thereof, the import tariffs tend to grow with 

the level of processing but generally stay in single digit %. 

VAT on aluminum ores and concentrates is 21%. 

 

POTENTIAL PARTNERS AND CUSTOMERS IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC: 

There are many aluminum foundries in the Czech Republic, such as: 
1. Constellium in Decin 

2. TOP Alufit in Benesov 

3. Aluminium Group a.s. in Sloup 

4. Alusak in Kromeriz 

5. Al-SOLID in Rychnov u Jablonce nad Nisou 

6. ČZ in Strakonice 

7. Slévárna hliníku in Novy Bor 

8. Metal Casting in Votice 

9. Slovácké strojírny 

 
Among the non car-related aluminum products manufacturers, the Ball Corporation 

(packaging for beverages or personal care products with 2 production plants in the 

Czech Republic) and Alumeco (Danish-owned producer of aluminum solutions for 

construction industry) could be relevant. 
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The leading companies importing aluminum or its alloys in the form of bars, sheets, 

strips, sections or similar are the following: 

Table 18: Importers of Aluminum to the Czech Republic 
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Besides the above listed importers of aluminum, there are a number of companies 

importing semifinished products of aluminum, notably for construction industry 

(roofing, isolation etc.).  

Table 19: Importers of Aluminum Semifinished products to the Czech Republic 

 
 
Even more specifically, companies importing specific aluminum products, such as 

bolts, doors, foils, pipes, tubes, nails, kitchenware, cans or window frames can be 

looked up in the International Trade Center data.  
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7- FLAT-ROLLED IRON, 
NON-ALLOY STEEL,  
NOT COATED 

According to the Steel Statistical Yearbook 2020 by The World Steel Association,  

the Czech Republic counts among the bigger producers of crude steel and steel 

products within the EU. Moreover, given the strong position of industry in the Czech 

economy, the country has the highest apparent steel use per capita in the EU  

(6 times higher than that of Brazil and the 4th highest in the World – after South 

Korea, UAE and Taiwan, according to The World Steel Association). 

The Czech Republic is intensively involved in international trade in steel products. 

The country ranks 23rd in the World among the exporters as well as among importers 

of semi-finished and finished steel products. Nevertheless, its trade balance in semi-

finished and finished steel products is negative (with export of over 4,5 million tons 

and import of over 7 million tons in 2019 according to The World Steel Association 

data). Brazil, on the other hand, is one of the World’s largest steel producers and a 

net exporter of this category and it could therefore satisfy the Czech demand.  

 

The TARIC classification distinguishes within its Section XV - Chapter 72 numerous 

groups or iron and steel items. The flat-rolled products of iron or non-alloy steel, not 

coated come under the codes 7208 (iron or non-alloy steel, hot rolled, not coated), 

7209 (iron or non-alloy steel, cold-rolled, not coated) and 7211 (iron or non-alloy 

steel, hot or cold-rolled, not coated).  
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Chart 6: Classification of Iron and Steel in the TARIC 

 

In general, a 0% import tariff is imposed on iron and non-alloy steel by the EU. 

Nevertheless, non-tariff regulations, such as anti-dumping duty and import quotas 

apply to certain products of the 7208 and 7211 groups originating in certain 

countries including Brazil. 

In October 2017, following a request for investigation by the EUROFER  

(The European Steel Association), the EU has imposed an anti-dumping duty on 

certain flat-rolled products of iron, non-alloy steel or other alloy steel, whether or 

not in coils (including ‘cut-to-length’ and ‘narrow strip’ products), not further worked 

than hot-rolled, not clad, plated or coated originating in Brazil, Iran, Russia and 

Ukraine. The product concerned is currently falling within CN codes 7208 10 00, 

7208 25 00, 7208 26 00, 7208 27 00, 7208 36 00, 7208 37 00, 7208 38 00, 7208 39 

00, 7208 40 00, 7208 52 10, 7208 52 99, 7208 53 10, 7208 53 90, 7208 54 00, 7211 

13 00, 7211 14 00, 7211 19 00, ex 7225 19 10 (TARIC code 7225 19 10 90), 7225 30 

90, ex 7225 40 60 (TARIC code 7225 40 60 90), 7225 40 90, ex 7226 19 10 ((TARIC 

code 7226 19 10 90), 7226 91 91 and 7226 91 99. The product concerned does not 

include: — products of stainless steel and grain-oriented silicon electrical steel, — 

products of tool steel and high-speed steel, — products, not in coils, without 

patterns in relief, of a thickness exceeding 10 mm and of a width of 600 mm or 

more, and — products, not in coils, without patterns in relief, of a thickness of 4,75 

mm or more but not exceeding 10 mm and of a width of 2 050 mm or more. 
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The anti-dumping duty has company-specific values for the biggest Brazilian 

producers (listed below) and amounts to 63 EUR per ton for all other Brazilian 

companies.  

Table 20: Anti-dumping Duty Applicable to Imports from Certain Brazilian  
Iron and Steel Producers 

 

Furthermore, there is a quota on volume of products from the 7208 and 7209 

groups import for selected countries including Brazil. 

Table 21: Volumes of Tariff-rate Quotas on Import of Iron and Steel from Brazil  
and Other Countries 
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Flat-rolled products of various kinds account for majority of the categories imported 

by the Czech Republic, with products from group 7208 (iron or non-alloy steel, hot 

rolled, not coated), 7209 (iron or non-alloy steel, cold-rolled, not coated) and 7211 

(iron or non-alloy steel, hot or cold-rolled, not coated) ranking 3rd, 5th and 8th 

respectively. 

The Czech Republic currently (2019 data) imports these product groups primarily 

from Slovakia, Germany, Poland, Serbia, Hungary, Italy or other EU or neighboring 

countries (Ukraine, Turkey, Russia). South Korea and Taiwan are the only significant 

providers from oversees. Brazil is only marginally present among suppliers of the 

7208 and 7209 product groups.  

Table 22: Czech Import of Iron and Steel from the World (2019, in 000 US$) 
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The bulk of the current Brazilian export of iron and steel to the Czech Republic lies in 

the 7207 group (semi-finished products of iron or non-alloy steel) where Brazil 

covers 21% of total Czech import. Nevertheless, Czech yearly imports vary greatly, 

both from Brazil as well as in total.  

Table 23: Czech Import of Iron and Steel from Brazil (2019, in 000 US$) 

 
 
VAT on iron and steel is 21% in the Czech Republic. 
 
POTENTIAL PARTNERS / COMPETITORS IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC: 

Members of the Steel Union (Ocelarska unie) – companies producing coils, tubes, 

rods, wires etc. 

• Libery Ostrava 

• Trinecke zelezarny 

• Vitkovice Steel 

• OFZ 

• Sandvik Chomutov Precision Tubes 

• Valcovny trub Chomutov  
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POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC: 

Brazilian iron and steel may be used by companies processing iron and steel into 

finished products, many of them manufacturers of items used in the automotive 

industry, heavy machinery or construction. 

The key association for Czech industrial companies is the Confederation  

of Industry in the Czech Republic (SPCR - Svaz prumyslu a dopravy Ceske republiky) 

https://www.spcr.cz/en 

 

The SPCR has several specialized sub-divisions whose members may be  

of particular interest to Brazilian iron and steel exporters: 

1. Automotive Industry Association (Auto SAP Sdruzeni automobilového  

       prumyslu) https://autosap.cz/en/members/. Besides other activities, the  

       association assists its members in establishing liaisons with foreign business  

       partners.  

2. Association of Engineering Technology (SST Svaz strojirenske technologie)  

      https://www.sst.cz/en/members  

3. Transport Union (Svaz dopravy)  

       https://www.svazdopravy.cz/index_en.html#onas.html 

 

The association unites over 100 business entities that are involved in transport. 

 

 

 

  

https://www.spcr.cz/en
https://autosap.cz/en/members/
https://www.sst.cz/en/members
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There are dozens of companies importing flat rolled, non-alloy, not coated steel  

in coils, flats, sheets, strips or plates to the CR. The table below lists the bigger ones 

(with at least 20 employees). Typically, each imports a range of steel products. 

Table 24: Importers of Rolled, Not Coated, Non-Alloy Steel to the Czech Republic 

 

 

Importers of other specific steel products can be found in the ITC database. 
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