


 UK Calcutt Committee - “The right of the individual to be 
protected against intrusion into his personal life or affairs, or 
those of his family, by direct physical means or by publication 
of information.” 

 Westin - desire of people to choose freely under what 
circumstances and to what extent they will expose 
themselves, their attitude and their behavior to others 

 European Ct Human Rights - the right to respect for private 
life … comprises also, to a certain degree, the right to 
establish and develop relationships with other human beings, 
especially in the emotional field for the development and 
fulfillment of one’s own personality. 

 

 



 §

1. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his privacy, family, home 

or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his honour and reputation. 

2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or attack 

 §





Information privacy 

Bodily privacy 

Privacy of communications 

Territorial privacy 



 

Establishes rules governing the collection and 
handling of personal data 
 credit information 

 medical records 

 government records 

 electronic commerce 

Also known as “fair information practices” & 
“data protection” 
 1974 US Code of Fair Information Practices 

 1981 OECD Guidelines 

 1982 CoE Convention 

 1990 UN General Assembly Guidelines 

 1995 EU Directive on Data Protection 

 



Obtain information fairly and lawfully;  

Used only for the original specified purpose; 

Adequate, relevant and not excessive to purpose; 

Accurate and up to date; 

Accessible to the subject;  

Kept secure; and  

Destroyed after its purpose is completed. 

 







  'personal data' shall mean any information relating to 

an identified or identifiable natural person ('data 

subject'); an identifiable person is one who can be 

identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference 

to an identification number or to one or more factors 

specific to his physical, physiological, mental, economic, 

cultural or social identity; 
EU Data Protection Directive 95/46 



 Complimentary rights 

 “not mutually distinct but form part of the overall information policy in 

society.” - COE 

 “two forms of protection against the Leviathan state that have the aim 

of restoring the balance between the citizen and the state” -  French 

Privacy Commissioner 

 to continue maintaining the non-transparency of citizens in a world that 

has undergone the information revolution while rendering transparent 

of the state. - Hungarian Info Commissioner 

 50+ Countries have both laws 
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 THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION AND 

PRIVACY: BALANCING RIGHTS AND 

MANAGING CONFLICTS


