
 

Public Governance and 

Regulatory Policy 

 
An overview of the OECD’s work in this area 

 

Luiz de Mello 

Deputy Director 

Public Governance Directorate 

OECD 



What is the OECD? 

The OECD is an unique forum where governments can:  
Compare policy 

experiences  
Seek answers to 

common problems  
Identify good practices 

Co-ordinate domestic 
and international policies 



The Public Governance and Directorate 

(GOV) 

Our Mission: 
Leading international source of policy solutions, data, expertise and good practice to 

strengthen public policymaking in the face of unprecedented economic, social and 

fiscal pressures. 

 

We strive to:  
 Promote the strategy capacity of the government;  

 Review the role of the state and its choice of policy instruments;  

 Improve the efficiency and transparency of the public service;  

 

How?  
 Forum for policy dialogue and the creation of common standards and principles.  

 Policy reviews and practical recommendations targeted to the reform priorities of 

governments.  

 Provide comparative international data and analysis to support innovation and 

reform.  



PUBLIC GOVERNANCE 



Since the 2008 crisis, trust in 

governments is declining…  
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Confidence in national government in 2014 and its change since 2007 

Source: Gallup World Poll 



More coordinated and open governance are 

becoming priorities for OECD countries 

Changes in budget in centres of government, 2008-12  

44,8% 

20,1% 

  

6,9

% 

27,6% 

Source:2013 OECD Survey on the Organisation and Functions of the Centre of 

Government 

…Countries are increasing the 

capacities of their Centre of 

Government 

…And seeking for more transparency, 

accountability, efficiency, responsiveness 

and trust 

Countries’ objectives to implement open government initiatives (2015) 

Source:2015 OECD Survey on Open Government Co-ordination and Citizen Participation in the Policy Cycle 



The Public Governance Committee 

The Public Governance Committee (PGC) assists Members and Partners in designing and 
implementing strategic, evidence-based and innovative policies to strengthen public 
governance, public sector institutions, responding to economic, social and environmental 
challenges, and delivering on government’s commitments to citizens through greater public 
sector capacity. 

PGC 

Senior 
Officials from 

Centres of 
Government 

(COG) 

Senior 
Budget 
Officials 
(SBO) 

Senior Public 
Integrity 
Officials 
(SPIO) 

Public 
Employment 

and 
Management 

(PEM)  

Senior Digital 
Government 

Officials 

Leading 
Practitioners 

on Public 
Procurement 

High Level 
Risk Forum 



PGC Key Instruments 

 

 

Public Integrity (2017) 

Gender Equality in Public Life (2015) 

Public Procurement (2015) 

Budgetary Governance (2015) 

Digital Government Strategies (2014) 

Independent Fiscal Institutions (2014) 

Governance of Critical Risks (2014) 

Governance of Public-Private Partnerships (2012) 

Transparency and Integrity in Lobbying (2010) 

Managing Conflict of Interest in the Public Service (2013) 

Ethical Conduct in the Public Service (1998) 



Key enablers for better Public Governance 

Policy coordination 

and delivery   

Key strategic 

enablers 

Centre of Government 

coordination capacity 
Open Government  

Evidence Based Policy 

Making 
Digital Government  

Budgeting & Strategic 

Planning 

Strategic Human 

Resources 

Management 

Strategic 

Communication 
Public Procurement  



The increasing role of Open Government 

How does the OECD supports Open Government? 

Policy Reviews 
Regional 
Networks 

Special Reports 
Open Government 
Partnership (OGP) 

Dissemination and 
Capacity Building 

The OECD defines Open Government as 

“a culture of governance based on innovative and sustainable policies and practices 
inspired by the principles of transparency, accountability, and participation that fosters 

democracy and inclusive growth”  



Supporting Public Sector Reform in 

LAC 

LAC Region: General government expenditures per capita, 2009, 2014 and 2015 

Source: CONFIDENCIAL INFORMATIOM. Data for the LAC countries: IMF, World Economic Outlook database (IMF WEO) (April 

2016). Data for the OECD average: OECD National Accounts Statistics (database). 

LAC Region: General government expenditures as a percentage of GDP, 2009, 2014 and 2015 



Supporting Public Sector Reform in 

LAC 

Public Governance Reviews Regional Publications 



Public Governance and Brazil 



REGULATORY POLICY 



Elements of regulatory improvement 

 Strategic Approach Institutions Management Tools Governance  

Policy Statement  Oversight Body Impact Assessment 
Whole of 

Government  

Political Leadership Parliaments 
Regulatory 

Alternatives 

National/Sub-

national interface  

Designated Minister 
Ministries/ 

Policy Units 

Simplification and 

Burden Reduction 

Public and Private  

 

Regulators/ 

Inspectors 
Public Consultation 

International 

Dimension 

Ex-post Evaluation 



The Regulatory Policy Committee 

The Regulatory Policy Committee (RPC) was created by the OECD Council on 
22 October 2009 to assist member and non-member economies in building 
and strengthening their regulatory reform efforts. It is a platform to 
help countries adapt regulatory policies, tools and institutions, 
learning from each other’s experience.  
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Key RPC instruments 

 
• 2012 Recommendation of the Council of the OECD on 

Regulatory Policy and Governance 
 

• 2005 APEC-OECD Integrated Checklist on Regulatory 
Reform 
 

• 1997 OECD Report to Ministers , which set up a 
comprehensive plan for action on Regulatory Reform 
 

• 1995 Recommendation of the Council on Improving 
the Quality of Government Regulation 

http://www.oecd.org/gov/regulatory-policy/49990817.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/regreform/34989455.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/regreform/regulatory-policy/2391768.pdf


Regulatory policy key instruments & work 



Regulatory policy in the LAC region 

http://www.oecd.org/gov/regulatory-policy/regulatory-policy-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean.htm


Regulatory policy in the LAC region 
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Composite indicator: stakeholder engagement in developing 
subordinate regulation 

Methodology Systematic adoption Transparency Oversight and quality control 

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 

Source: Indicators of Regulatory Policy and Governance (iREG) for Latin America 2016; Indicators of Regulatory Policy and 

Governance (iREG) 2015. http://www.oecd.org/gov/regulatory-policy/indicators-regulatory-policy-and-governance.htm. 
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Regulatory policy in the LAC region 

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 

Source: Indicators of Regulatory Policy and Governance (iREG) for Latin America 2016; Indicators of Regulatory Policy and 

Governance (iREG) 2015. http://www.oecd.org/gov/regulatory-policy/indicators-regulatory-policy-and-governance.htm. 
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At which level of government did the administrative simplification process take place? Is methodological guidance on
administrative simplification processes

available to officials?

Number of countries 

Administrative simplification 
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Regulatory Policy in Brazil 



Thank you. 

@OECDgov 

 

http://www.oecd.org/gov/ 


